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Aerospace Coatings on Twitter
When Twitter co-founder Jack Dorsey sent the very first 

tweet on 21 March 2006 (it read: "Just setting up my twittr") 
he probably did not foresee there would be about 30 billion 

140 character 'tweets' to follow within 5 years. 

AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings has joined the global 
Twitter community. You can find us at: AkzoNobelAero

So join our conversation and follow us on Twitter!
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to our mailing list to receive 
future editions, please  
send an email to: 
marina.turion 
@akzonobel.com

As Christmas and the New 
Year holidays fades into just 
a memory, we look forward 
more and more into what 
2012 will bring us. Certainly 
for my team and I, we have a 
very busy schedule of activity 
around delivering a number 
of product launches. This will 
be supported by a detailed 
range of support packages 
to assist our customers and 
make the experience of 
working together with 
AkzoNobel Aerospace 
Coatings more pleasurable.

An introduction from our Global Market 
Director, Andrew Richardson

In March we will launch Metaflex SP 1050, the 
first product from our partnership with Pantheon 
Chemicals. Metaflex SP1050 is not just a drop in 
alternative for pretreatments or washprimers and 
should not be seen as such but an opportunity 
to review the aircraft painting process and save 
a considerable amount of process time prior to 
painting an aircraft. Read more in this edition of 
Reflections on what Metaflex SP1050 can do to 
help reduce costs. To support the launch we 
will have detailed process documentation, 
product data sheets and an instructional video 
available. Michela Fusco, Market Manager 
MRO explains more on pages 4 and 5.

The digital era is very much with us and we 
have decided to launch a number of digital 
initiatives to support our market. One of the first 
to go live this year will be a comprehensive data 
package to support our Aerofine Range of 
Interior Cabin Coatings. Detailed data on FST 
burn, smoke density and system build will be 
available in electronic flip book, and for the first 
time in an iPad app. Of course we will still have 
good old paper brochures but increasingly our 
customers want to have information in more 

than one media, and apps mean that we can 
update information quicker and heighten the 
experience of working with our products and 
services.

We will be attending a number of trade shows 
though 2012, starting in March at ABACE 
China. It will be the first time we have exhibited 
‘stand alone’ in China and we look forward to 
introducing our Alumigrip brand into China.

Speaking of Alumigrip, March 14th 2012 marks 
the 44th birthday of the brand. To commemorate 
the birthday we are releasing a number of 
limited edition promotional items based on the 
long heritage of the Alumigrip brand. For details 
of how you can win an Alumigrip ‘limited 
edition’ heritage prize in our birthday 
competition turn to page 13.

I wish you all a very successful year. If you would 
like to provide any feedback on ‘Reflections’ or 
any other marketing initiative please don’t 
hesitate to drop me an email. Your feed back is 
most welcome.

Regards,

Andrew S Richardson
Global Market Director

andrew.richardson@akzonobel.com

Reflections Issue 13 Spring 2012

See a QR code... 
Then why not scan it and see  
what additional info is available? 
Throughout Reflections and many of 
our other publications, we will feature 
QR codes which will enable you to 
view our digital content. This could 
be anything from relevant brochures 
through to training videos. 



New Chrome Free 
pretreatment launched 
under the Metaflex brand
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Improves corrosion protection by 

increasing adhesion of 
paint layer over metal

AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings is 
launching a new chrome free Pretreatment  
for the commercial aircraft Maintenance 
market under the name Metaflex SP 1050 
Pretreatment.

Michela Fusco 
michela.fusco@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Metaflex SP 1050
Above: Wiping down surface
Main image: Rinsing surface

Find out more... 
Scan the QR code  

to take a look at our 
Metaflex SP 1050 

product video

Metaflex SP 1050 major steps 

forward 
in improving 

and Environment performance
Health Safety

Savings up to 75% in 

VOC reduction 

can be achieved with 

Metaflex SP 
1050 

compared to wash
primers systems

The product can in fact be seen as a  
universal pretreatment for commercial aircraft 
maintenance as it can be applied over several 
metals and composite; furthermore it improves 
adhesion on rivets of the paint system compared 
to traditional conversion coatings and wash 
primer pretreatments.

Metaflex SP 1050 can be applied by means of 
several application processes, also varying with 
scope of the application, utilizing different 
equipment type, including either wiping or 
rinsing steps. Spray–bottles and pre-saturated 
wipes can be used to ease and speed up 
cleaning steps and spot repair processes thus 
providing the customer overall with the greatest 
flexibility and ability to fit the paint shop needs.

The exciting fact about 
Metaflex SP 1050 is also 
that the mentioned technical 
and process benefits are 
combined with major step 
forwards being taken in 
improving Health Safety and 
Environment performance. 
One of the drivers behind the development  
of the product has been indeed the possibility  
to strongly reduce the emission of VOC. In  
fact savings up to 75% in VOC reduction can  
be achieved with Metaflex SP 1050 compared  
to wash primers systems. The result is  
a chrome-free, non hazardous, odorless,  
readily biodegradable product with reduced 
requirements for Personal Protective Equipment 
of workers. We see this as a huge achievement 
in terms of benefits for Health and Safety of our 
customers and for the Environment.

We have Metaflex SP 1050 Pretreatment 
available now for trial purposes and the product 
will be fully available in the MRO market by the  
end of March. We would be very happy to share 
our results in corrosion performance tests with 
our customers and discuss with them how 
Metaflex SP 1050 Pretreatment can be the 
sustainable solution to simplify and accelerate 
their re-paint process.

Metaflex SP 1050 is a chrome-free water based 
product resulting from the collaboration 
between AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings 
and Pantheon Enterprises, global leader  
in chrome-free aircraft pretreatment.

Both companies have worked together for 
the past two years to develop Metaflex SP 
1050 pretreatment to meet the AMS 3095A 
specification as part of a number of 
AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings systems.

Metaflex SP 1050 is the new addition to the 
Metaflex brand, a trusted name globally in 
pretreatment products. It is in fact the successor 
of Metaflex FCR and Metaflex 1001, scheduled 
for obsoletion by the end of 2012. 

Metaflex SP 1050 improves corrosion 
protection by increasing adhesion of paint layer 
over the metal, delivering a paint system with 
superior corrosion resistance and is able to 
meet the tough corrosion requirements of AMS 
3095 A. Internal and third party laboratory 
testing have proven the technology to be 
successful in meeting the filiform corrosion 
performance required by the specification. Full 
specification testing according to AMS 3095 A 
is in its final stages and preliminary qualification 
is expected in June 2012.

Metaflex SP 1050 pretreatment offers a number 
of benefits and savings, being in effect a solution 
to simplify the maintenance paint process  
and to bring savings in time and cost in the 

paint shop, compared to wash primer, 
conventional pretreatment technologies or  
sol gel technology.

The introduction of Metaflex SP 1050 brings  
an innovative approach to the way surface 
pretreatment products are utilized in the  
re-painting process. It is in fact an exceptionally 
versatile product with several aspects adapting 
to virtually all maintenance processes.

Metaflex SP 1050 is a one component, physical 
drying product combining the adhesion  
and corrosion protection enhancement  
function with the ability to replace a number  
of steps in the re-painting process: alkaline 
wash, de-oxidation, degreasing. Therefore, 
Metaflex SP 1050 can potentially reduce up  
to five steps and a number of chemicals in  
a typical maintenance re-painting process.  
This has clear benefits in terms of process  
ease, process time savings and operational 
cost savings in the paint shop.



Happy 
Birthday 
Alumigrip
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On March 14th 1968, Alumigrip was born.
Since its introduction to the Business and General Aviation 
market place it has represented the highest quality and 
perfection in what is considered the ‘top end’ of the aircraft 
painting world.

Through ‘G-line’ and F-line’ right up to the current products,  
the Alumigrip brand continues to set the standard for the General  
and Business Aviation market. The recently launched Alumigrip 
Basecoat / Clearcoat system continues the trend of its forefathers and 
has application characteristics and a final appearance that is second 
to none. It gives the customer these traits with much reduced process 
times compared to traditional systems in the Business Aviation market. 
Unlike some Basecoat systems in the market, Alumigrip Basecoat 
was specifically designed for the high aesthetic demands of this 
market and is not a version of existing commercial Basecoat / Clearcoat 
systems. This means that there is no compromise of requirements and 
the end result is very much part of the Alumigrip heritage.

A limited edition range of promotional ‘heritage’ merchandise has 
been launched to mark the birthday of the Alumigrip brand.

Alumigrip heritage branding
To celebrate the birthday of the 

Alumigrip brand, AkzoNobel 
Aerospace Coatings have 

launched a range of 'heritage' 
branding which takes inspiration 
from the birth year of the brand.

Andrew Richardson 
andrew.richardson@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Jet-set
When 'no 
compromise' 
is the mantra, 
then Alumigrip 
is the perfect 
choice.
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New Approvals
New Opportunities

Aerodur 2100 Magnesium Rich Primer
In our Summer 2010 edition we wrote that the 
Royal Norwegian Air Force were evaluating 
our Aerodur 2100 Magnesium Rich Primer. 
This chrome free technology has repeatedly 
shown equal or superior corrosion resistance 
compared to chromate containing primers. Half 
an F16 was primed using Aerodur 2100 and the 
other half in a competitor’s chrome free primer. 
After thorough evaluation on this flying platform 
the Royal Norwegian Air Force have decided 
to approve Aerodur 2100 rather than the 
competitor's product. This primer, along with 
Aerodur 5000 topcoat is currently in test to the 
US Air Force Specification, MIL-PRF-32239.

Competitor 
chrome free 
primer

Aerodur 

2100 
successfully 
approved 
by Royal 
Norwegian 
Air Force

AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings has received a number 
of approvals for its products over the recent weeks.

Contact you local AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings 
representative for more details on how the waterborne 
Aerowave range of structural products can benefit your 
processes...

Aerowave 2001 Primer
Aerowave 2001 primer has again been 
recognized as the benchmark technology for 
waterborne Chromated primers. In testing 
against competitive products, Aerowave 2001 
primer is repeatedly found to be more user 
friendly in application, easier to use and has 
more benefits compared to the competition. 

Pilatus of Switzerland, Fokker in the Netherlands 
and AgustaWestland in UK have all recently 
approved Aerowave 2001. Contact your local 
AkzoNobel Sales Manager for more details 
on how the waterborne Aerowave range of 
structural products can benefit your processes. 
It contains less chromate than similar products, 
reduces waste and helps customers meet their 
Sustainability commitments.

...for 
waterborne 
Chromated 
primers

Aerowave 2001
recognized
technology
benchmark as 

Hans van Belle 
hans.vanbelle@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Teresa Dubaniewicz 
teresa.dubaniewicz@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Boeing 'NF' Approvals
The removal an obsolete raw material from 
a number of products such as our Boeing 
approved 10P4-2 and 10P20-44M have 
resulted in new product names 10P4-2NF and 
10P20-44M NF respectively. The ‘NF’ stands 
for Nytal Free and are fully approved by Boeing 
and other OEMs as direct replacements, 
following extensive testing and evaluation. 
Boeing released a new version of BMS10-72 
on 23rd January listing 10P20-44M NF.

Mike Chapman 
michael.chapman@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!
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Raw 
material 
removed

New 
product 
names
10P4-2NF

10P20-44M NF

approved  

by Boeing

Find out m
ore... 

Scan the QR code  

to take a look at our 

Aerowave brochure



The developments have been accelerated by 
the developing health, safety and environmental 
legislation such as REACH. The pressure on the 
coatings industry to deliver total chromium  
free solutions has resulted in several systems 
for the industry. 

Visser: “experiments with chrome free alternatives 
already performed well on exterior surfaces for 
some time. The problem was that hexavalent 
chromium (also known as chromium VI) 
pretreatments were still necessary to comply 
with the requirements of certain corrosion tests 
like Neutral Salt Spray (ASTM B-117) and 
Filiform (EN 3665). Existing chromate free 
primers were not strong enough to perform 
without the extra help of the chromates in the 

pretreatments. AkzoNobel wants to deliver 
sustainable coatings solutions to customers so 
we had to go beyond common technologies to 
find new chrome free solutions which met with 
all the requirements of the industry”.

This approach resulted in two different routes. 
The first is the galvanic corrosion inhibition,  
a completely different system based on 
magnesium. The second is the more traditional 
approach of leaching.  

Aerodur 2100 
Magnesium Rich Primer (MgRP)
Hayes: “in the search for chrome free coatings, 
researchers from North Dakota State University 
proposed primers pigmented with magnesium 

There are various options when it comes 
to phasing out the use of chrome, officially 
called chromium. Some feel the solution is 
to go from the highly harmful hexavalent 
compounds to the not so harmful trivalent 
chromium compounds, especially with 
pretreatments. Comments Hayes: “that is 
not what we want to do. We don’t just want 
to eliminate chromium from the primers, 
but to provide primers which eliminate the 
need for chromium pretreatments which are 
applied before priming. Our ambition is to 
give our customers an opportunity to go 
completely chromate free.” Given that 15 
years ago a chrome free primer met with 
little interest in the industry, what’s 
happening these days?

Sitting down with Peter 
Visser and Scott Hayes from 
AkzoNobel Aerospace 
Coatings RD&I to discuss 
chrome free may not sound 
like the most exciting way to 
spend an afternoon. Actually 
it is. Seeing the absolute 
determination of these guys 
(Hayes from the Aerospace 
Waukegan facility and Visser 
from the Sassenheim site) 
searching for a sustainable 
solution, finding it and 
hearing the infectious 
excitement with which they 
speak of the new 
technologies and all the 
possibilities it holds for the 
future, is exciting.

Chrome Free 
in more ways 
than one

Cr Control - 23377 Qualified Over 5541 Type 1 CCC

MgRP Cr Free Primer Over CF Pretreatment

References: Peter Visser, Scott Hayes - Advances in chrome free corrosion inhibiting coating technology for the protection of aluminum
(abstract and presentation delivered at the Light Metal Surface Finish Conference – December 2011)

metal. After they conducted some proof of 
concept work, AkzoNobel acquired an exclusive 
license to this technology in the aerospace 
market. We are the only ones who can provide 
this. In this formulation the magnesium basically 
sacrifices itself to protect the aluminum substrate 
from corrosion, similar to the way zinc rich 
primers protect steel. The major challenge was 
transferring the technology from the academic 
realm to a commercially acceptable product. 
The flexibility requirements for aerospace primers, 
as well as the higher electrochemical activity of 
magnesium, presented some unique challenges 
which differentiate this technology from its zinc rich 
primer cousin.”  The investigators were off 
course delighted when the MgRP formulation 
outperformed various chromate containing 

primers in ASTM B117 neutral salt spray test 
when used with a topcoat and chrome free 
pretreatment. Visser explains: “The galvanic 
corrosion protection provided by the MgRP means 
you do not need the transport of active corrosion 
inhibiting species. That means the galvanic 
protection mechanism is more robust when you 
compare it to chromated. MgRP also exhibited very 
good filiform corrosion resistance. He continues 
that,  “the formulation has been submitted at 
various entities and we are confident the results 
will be equally good. It is a completely different 
mechanism than previous systems.”

Aerodur Chrome Free Technology
The second strategy is along the more 
traditional lines of leaching. Chromate loaded 
primers depend upon the dissolution and 
diffusion of the inhibitor for their longer term 
effectiveness. This mechanism is called leaching. 
There are various chrome free alternatives 
which, unfortunately, have shown to be 
unsuitable for corrosion protection of high 
strength aluminum alloys without the use of 
chromate pretreatments. Given insufficient 
results in the ASTM B-117 and EN 3665, they 
were deemed not useful for the development of 
total chrome free systems. 

Visser: ‘we developed a new inhibitor 
technology (which has been patented) to 
overcome this lack of inhibition. It provides 
active corrosion inhibition because of a leaching 
mechanism which is not unlike the chromate 
technology. It can be used over chrome free 
pretreatments. We have incorporated it into a 
solvent based two-component high solids epoxy 
amine binder system. This performs according 
to aerospace requirements. It’s been compared to 
a “best in class’ commercially available chrome-
free inhibitor and chromates, and it performs 
very strongly, especially in the very difficult tests 
where the primer is applied over commercially 
available, chromate free pretreatments which 
do not inhibit corrosion on their own the way 
that their predecessors did . It showed that the 
system had significantly improved corrosion 
protection in various tests such as filiform 
corrosion and neutral salt spray. Leaching 
properties like chromates   provide fast and 
effective passivation of the scribe. We found the 
evidence of this passivation through Scanning 
Electron Microscopy.“

Visser adds: “the difference between this 
system is that you can use it over “old” and thus 
isolating layers. The technology can be used 
universally in solvent and water based systems. 
The MgRP needs clean substrate to get the 
conductivity it needs and is a completely new 
approach to corrosion inhibition. There is a 
place for both these strategies depending on 
the requirements of the customer. We have 
gone from just finding alternatives to developing 
totally chrome free coatings solutions”.

Measuring
Getting new technologies is one thing. You also 
need to be able to measure and analyze the 
results. More objective data helps to replace 
any subjectivity of current ratings. Visser: "we 

have started to use techniques like imaging and 
white light interferometry as new tools to better 
assess performance. With imaging you can 
actually determine the longest creep from 
scribe. You can also determine absolute values 
for the area, the way the corrosion is distributed 
and at what rate the corrosion is developing."

Continuing the story, Visser is quick to add: 
"white light interferometry is used to measure 
surface roughness and area after exposure. It is 
a non contact measurement and has shown 
itself very suitable for the assessment of pitting 
corrosion. The surface roughness relates to the 
degree of corrosion. Both methods provide 
absolute values and means you can used 
statistical methods in the development of total 
chrome free systems.”

Conclusion
How would they both researchers summarize 
the story? Visser finishes off: “In short, both 
primer technologies provide robust and 
significantly improved corrosion protection on 
various substrates and pretreatments. This 
makes them an important step forward in 
developing sustainable and eco-efficient total 
chrome free coating solutions. It will be very 
exciting to see them being used across the 
industry.” Hayes has the last word: “it is of 
course a massive inter-BU team effort, not just 
Peter and myself. Aside from our colleagues and 
team members in Sassenheim and Waukegan, 
we work very closely with AkzoNobel’s expert 
capability groups, actively participate in the 
corrosion CoP and have received the support of 
business unit, Automotive & Aerospace Coatings. 
This has made a difference in understanding the 
inhibition mechanisms, and overcoming  the new 
challenges in developing the next generation of 
products”. Duly noted. 
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"In the search for chrome 
free coatings, researchers 
from North Dakota State 
University proposed 
primers pigmented with 
magnesium metal. After 
they conducted some 
proof of concept work, 
AkzoNobel acquired an 
exclusive license to this 
technology in the 
aerospace market."

Scott Hayes
AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings RD&I

Scott Hayes 
scott.hayes@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Peter Visser 
peter.visser@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Chromated MgRP

2000 h Filiform 
2024 T3 Unclad SB/SC

Leaching

CF

Surface  
treatment 
(e.g. TSA)

FinishPrimer

Aluminum metal 
microstructure
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AkzoNobel Aerospace 
Coatings Finalist at 
BCF Awards

Alumigrip 
Heritage 
Competition...

Strength in flight

Your chance to win one of 10 ‘Alumigrip 
Heritage’ Hoodies by answering the 
following question...

On 14th March 2012, Alumigrip celebrated 
it’s birthday. How old is the brand now?

10 runners up will receive an Alumigrip 
Heritage T–shirt.

Just send your answer to 
andrew.richardson@akzonobel.com  
and state the answer and your size.

Winners will be announced in the  
next issue of Reflections.

(Note; The competition is only open to none-AkzoNobel personnel)

Reflections Promotion

Exceptional performances recognized at the 
recent British Coatings Federation Awards 
(November 2011) have painted a much 
clearer picture of the efforts made by those 
in the Coatings Industry creating a truly 
sustainable future in terms of new product 
formulation, manufacturing excellence and 
employee training.  

Held in Nottingham, this is the second year of 
the Awards Dinner and Chief Executive Officer 
of the BCF, Tony Mash, said it was evident that 
the Coatings Industry had taken steps to 
deliver solutions that had a wide reaching and 
practical approach.

AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings was recognized 
for its contribution to a sustainable future with 
Intergard 10220, the peelable topcoat, 
developed in partnership with UK MOD – DSTL 
Porton Down. The latest version, Intergard 

10221 SAT (super absorbing topcoat) has the 
capability to fully absorb chemicals, providing a 
substructure for partner companies to integrate 
disclosure and neutralization chemistry. 

UK Sales Manager Rob Walker was very 
pleased with the result. Said Walker: “to make it 
to the final in such a distinguished field of new 
products and the people working hard on 
sustainable coatings solutions is an honor and 
a privilege.” Mr Walker extended his 
congratulations to the winners and re-affirmed 
AkzoNobel’s commitment to delivering 
sustainable products. 

In his closing address head judge, Dr Phil 
Gamlen said: “Not only are these awards about 
feeling proud, but they also remind us not to be 
complacent. Sustainability is a journey and the 
steps are getting bigger.”

Robert Walker 
robert.walker@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

'To make it to the final  
in such a distinguished 
field of new products 
and the people  
working hard on 
sustainable coatings 
solutions is an honor 
and a privilege.'



A good product 
for a fair price
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The worldwide introduction 
of our Aerofine range of 
waterborne and low VOC 
Cabin Coatings will be 
accompanied by a support 
package of information.  
In the launch package  
we have 3 leaflets:

• General leaflet
• System leaflet
• Mix2Win leaflet

Hans Koome 
hans.koome@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

The circle of saving paint, 
time and money

A   Save money

B   Make less

C   No waste

D   Reduce stock

E   Save time

F   Control costs

A

E

B

D

CF

The launch package will be supplemented by 
information in digital ‘flipbook’ format as well as 
a first for AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings; an 
iPad app.

The Color is supported by three color swatches 
which will be customized for Aircraft interiors. 
One swatch of 100 colors gives the customer 
a choice of various solid colors, with the  
exception of whites and grays. The second 
offers over 90 white and off white colors, 
while the third focuses on shades of gray. 
The purpose of the swatches is to make  
the customer experience of color choice easier 
and more fulfilling.

In order to assist customers in choosing Aerofine, 
small samples will be available for trials.

In the second part of 2012 we will complete 
the global roll out of Aerofine Topcoat. This will 
be available to mix locally through the Mix2Win 
system. It will give our distributors and end users 
the possibility to mix paint locally and so safeguard 
swift supply in small quantities. At this moment we 
have three machines implemented in our own 
organization and two at customer's sites. 

Another exciting option is Mix2DAB. These are 
tubes of 75 ml with a sponge on the top (see 
picture). By squeezing in the tube the paint 
comes out and can be evenly applied on the 
spot. By ‘dabbing’ on the paint after a few 
moments with the sponge, a structure can also 
be created in the paint meaning that you can 
make small ‘touch up repairs’ in situ on aircraft.

The Aerofine range currently consists of:

Aerofine 8250 Topcoat in 
semi gloss and matt (flat) 
variants

Aerofine 8110  
Sanding Surfacer

Aerofine 8888 Pinhole filler

Aerofine
A sample of our  

Aerofine products available 
to our customers 

Product iPad/iPhone App

Product Brochure

Our customers now have multiple ways to 
access product information and order



It was a wonderful moment for AkzoNobel 
Aerospace Coatings too, because Sukhoi 
design bureau chose AkzoNobel’s advanced 
performance military topcoat, Aerodur 5000 
as the coating of choice for the T50.

Aerodur 5000 is an advanced formula military 
topcoat formulated to be flat (matt) but to be 
ultra durable. Unlike many flat topcoats, it has 
high marr and fluid resistance and maintains 
its color even after extended UV exposure. It 
has a number of advantages over fluropolymer 
formulations, particularly in fluid resistance 
and application properties.

Dmitry Kozlov, AkzoNobel’s Sales Manager 
for Military Aircraft in Russia stated, ‘The 
application on the T50 was very important for 
us because we need opportunities to prove 
our coatings to the domestic Russian 
producers. Once we can get ‘in service’ 
results we can get the support of the 
designers. In this case, confidence was high 
in Aerodur 5000 because of in service data 

collected over 3 years from a MIG 29. 
According to the technicians who monitored 
the MIG the aircraft continued to look better 
then aircraft that were newer off the 
production line. All aircraft were cleaned using 
the same methods but the formulation of 
Aerodur 5000 meant that it was easier to 
clean and stood up to the cleaning fluids 
better than other coatings used.’

Kozlov continues, ‘Bearing in mind that 
before any products are allowed to be used, 
they must pass the State Institute of Materials 
for aviation tests. Sometimes this becomes 
very challenging in terms of cost and  
time consumption before the necessary 
authorization documents are obtained. If we 
have good in service data already available, 
the authorization is much easier to complete. 
Taking into account that early this year we are 
expecting the authority’s approval for using 
Aerodur 5000 in the domestic market there is 
an excellent prospect for our product to 
establish its position in the Russian market’.
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From strength 
to strength

Spring 2012 Issue 13 Reflections

The AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings business in Russia just 
keeps going from strength to strength despite the so called 
‘global recession’. 2011 saw record results and 2012 looks 
to be going in the same direction. You may wonder?
Well, what certainly helped goes back to a new product launch and a new aircraft being 
present at MAKS 2011, the International Moscow Airshow. It was there that The Sukhoi 
Design Bureau displayed it’s 5th Generation fighter aircraft , the T50 and the flying display 
manoeuvres were something that Sukhoi could be very proud of.

Dmitry Kozlov 
dmitry.kozlov@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

'Taking into account that 
early this year we are 
expecting the authority’s 
approval for using 
Aerodur 5000 in the 
domestic market there  
is an excellent prospect 
for our product to 
establish its position in 
the Russian market.'
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The rise of AirAsia’s 
100th Dragon
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Together with its affiliates in Indonesia  
and Thailand, AirAsia operates the Airbus  
A320 aircraft for its entire route network 
throughout the region. Currently, both the 
Malaysia and Thailand operations are fully 
Airbus, while the Indonesia operations will 
be 100% Airbus by end of 1Q 2012.

AirAsia’s 100th ‘dragon’ in the sky was brought 
to life by AirAsia’s Group CEO, Tan Sri  
Tony Fernandes with an eye-dotting ceremony 
to complete the dragon, in accordance to  
ancient myth. 

AirAsia Group Chief Executive Officer, Tan Sri 
Tony Fernandes says, “We started with only 
two aircraft ten years ago, and here we stand 
today with our 100th Airbus A320, making us 
the largest Airbus A320 aircraft operator in 
Southeast Asia. This milestone underlines 
AirAsia’s commitment to continue to invest in 
new aircraft for the benefit of our customers”.

Robert Waddell, Technical Sales Director, Asia 
Pacific well remembers being involved with the very 
first Air Asia aircraft, ‘We have been involved 
with Air Asia since the first aircraft was painted. 
In that time we supplied our Eclipse topcoat 
and it was painted in Bournemouth, UK. We 

have been involved with Air Asia ever since 
and we were honored to be asked to 
supply our new Aerobase Basecoat / 
Clearcoat system for this prestigious 
100th anniversary aircraft.

A team of 20 painters worked 
around the clock for 12 
days to paint the Airbus 
A320 in the colours 
of the dragon. Only 
315 litres of paint  
were required  
to complete  
the job.

2nd February 2012, AirAsia, World’s Best Low 
Cost Airline by Skytrax for three consecutive 
years (2009, 2010, 2011) welcomed the arrival 
of its 100th Airbus A320. To commemorate 
this special event, the aircraft featured a special 
dragon livery which is the zodiac of this Chinese 
New Year as well as the zodiac of Tan Sri Tony 
Fernandes, Air Asia’s Group CEO. 

Robert Waddell 
robert.waddell@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

'We have been involved with AirAsia 
since the first aircraft was painted. In that 
time we supplied our Eclipse topcoat 
and it was painted in Bournemouth, 
UK. We have been involved with AirAsia 
ever since and we were honored to be 
asked to supply our new Aerobase 
Basecoat / Clearcoat system for this 
prestigious 100th anniversary aircraft.'



Vietjet chose AkzoNobel’s

10P20-44MNF 

primer and Eclipse topcoat
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Vietjet, a new launch airline from Vietnam has 
chosen AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings as 
their preferred supplier of choice.
The Low Cost Carrier (LCC) airline is initially operating three A320 aircraft 
and needed a system that would give them a high level of durability and 
protection. They chose AkzoNobel’s 10P20-44MNF primer and Eclipse 
topcoat. The system, which meets AMS3095A was applied at GMF in 
Indonesia. The third and final aircraft is now in the paint shop in Jakarta.

Vietjet choose 
AkzoNobel 
Aerospace 
Coatings

Robert Waddell 
robert.waddell@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

This system gives 

Vietjet a 

high level 
of durability 
and protection



'OLT Express Poland Ltd 
(previously Yes Airways Ltd) 
is happy to use AkzoNobel 
Aerospace Coatings as the 
paint provider for our current 
and new A320/A319 aircraft. 
AkzoNobel’s Aviox system 
was chosen due to the paint 
standard required by us.'
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AkzoNobel Aerospace 
Coatings recently supplied 
coatings to Irish headquartered 
Eirtech Aviation for its first 
aircraft to be painted in its 
brand new facilities in the 
Czech Republic, on behalf of 
OLT Express Poland Sp. 
Z.O.O. (previously Yes 
Airways Sp. Z.O.O.) EASA 
approved drawings and 
engineering order to complete 
the aircraft were supplied by 
Eirtech Aviation Services. 
This aircraft was painted in AkzoNobel’s 
system comprising Metaflex 1001 
washprimer, Aerodur 37047 CF primer  
and Aviox Finish.

Jacek Rogoski from OLT Express stated: 
“OLT Express Poland Ltd (previously Yes 
Airways Ltd) is happy to use  AkzoNobel 
Aerospace Coatings as the  paint provider for 
our current and  new A320/A319 aircraft. 
AkzoNobel’s Aviox system was chosen due to 
the paint standard required by us. We are happy 
to be the first customer at EIRTECH Ostrava 
facility with our A320-200 (SP-IAC). Due to the 
excellent  location, work organization and high 
quality of work, EIRTECH is  going to be our 
partner for other orders of A319/A320 aircraft.”

The opening of this newest facility compliments 
the existing Eirtech facilities in Shannon and Dublin, 
all providing modern environmentally compliant 
hangar facilities, comprising of seven narrow 
body bays and wide body capability at the Dublin 
facility. The Ostrava facility has 2 bays which 
operate in parallel to each other; the maximum 
size of each bay is up to A321 size aircraft.

Eirtech 
Aviation and 
OLT Express 
choose 
AkzoNobel 
Aerospace 
Coatings

Michela Fusco 
michela.fusco@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Jacek Rogoski 
OLT Express



AkzoNobel is the largest global paints and coatings company  
and a major producer of specialty chemicals. We supply industries  
and consumers worldwide with innovative products and are passionate 
about developing sustainable answers for our customers.

Our portfolio includes well known brands such as Dulux, Sikkens, 
International and Eka. Headquartered in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, we 
are a Global Fortune 500 company and are consistently ranked as one 
of the leaders on the Dow Jones Sustainability Indexes. With operations 
in more than 80 countries, our 55,000 people around the world are 
committed to excellence and delivering Tomorrow's Answers Today™.

© 2012 Akzo Nobel NV. All rights reserved.  
"Tomorrow's Answers Today" is a trademark of Akzo Nobel NV.

Brazil - São Paulo
Phone  + 55 11 216 71818
Fax      + 55 11 216 71754

China - Guangzhou
Phone  + 86 136 5176 3231
Fax      + 86 21 3422 5825

France - Toulouse
Phone + 33 5 34 60 48 00
Fax + 33 5 34 60 56 93

Germany - Hamburg
Phone + 49 40 5268380
Fax + 49 40 52683838

Italy - Rome
Phone + 39 06 977 494 11
Fax + 39 06 977 494 32

Japan - Tokyo
Phone + 81 3 52762050
Fax + 81 3 35110397

The Netherlands - Sassenheim
Phone + 31 71 3082905
Fax + 31 71 3082056

Russia - Moscow
Phone + 7 495 7950149
Fax + 7 495 9602972

Spain - Barcelona
Phone + 34 9 3374 1965
Fax + 34 9 3370 9663

Thailand - Bangkok
Phone + 66 2 984 5458
Fax + 66 2 984 5459

United Arab Emirates - Dubai
Phone + 971 4 347 2491
Fax + 971 4 347 2339

United Kingdom - Leicester
Phone + 44 11 62234123
Fax + 44 11 62234139

United States - Waukegan, 
Illinois
Phone + 1 847 623 4200
Fax + 1 847 625 3332

For more information on AkzoNobel 
Aerospace Coatings contact your local 
AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings 
representative, any of the country offices 
listed on this page or visit our website at:  
www.akzonobel.com/aerospace

email us at: 
customer.service@akzonobel.com

Catch us at the following Trade Shows...

Heli Expo USA
February 11 – 14 2012 
Dallas, Texas, USA 
www.rotor.com/Events/
HELIEXPO2012.aspx

CBRN Joint Conference
March 12 – 14 2012 
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 
www.ndia.org

ABACE  
March 27 – 29 2012
Shanghai, China
www.abace.aero/2012

Hamburg Interiors Expo
March 27 – 29 2012 
Hamburg, Germany 
www.aircraftinteriorsexpo.com

MRO Americas
April 3 – 5 2012   
Dallas, Texas, USA
www.aviationweek.com/events

Airline Purchasing & 
Maintenance EXPO
May 1 – 3 2012
London, United Kingdom 
www.apmexpo.com

EBACE 12th Annual  
European Business Aviation 
Convention & Exhibition 
May 14 – 16 2012
Geneva, Switzerland  
www.ebace.aero

Air Force Corrosion Conference 
May 15 – 17 2012 
Salt Lake City, Utah, USA
www.afcpo.com

RAA USA 
May 21 – 24 2012
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA 
www.raa.org

Farnborough 
July 9 – 15 2012
Farnborough, United Kingdom
www.farnborough.com

Aircraft Interiors Expo 
September 25 – 27 2012
Seattle, Washington, USA 
www.aircraftinteriorsexpo-us.com

NBAA 65th Annual  
Meeting & Convention
October 30 – November 1 2012 
Orlando, Florida, USA
www.nbaa.org

MRO Europe
October 10 - 11 2012 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
www.aviationweek.com/events


