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Aerospace Coatings on Twitter
When Twitter co-founder Jack Dorsey sent 
the very first tweet on 21 March 2006 (it read: 
"Just setting up my twitter") he probably did 
not foresee there would be about 30 billion 140 
character 'tweets' to follow within 5 years. 

AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings has joined the 
global Twitter community. You can find us at: 
AkzoNobelAero

So join our conversation and follow us on Twitter!
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See a QR code... 
Then why not scan it and see  
what additional info is available? 
Throughout Reflections and many of our other 
publications, we will feature QR codes which will 
enable you to view our digital content. This could 
be anything from relevant brochures through to 
training videos.

10
Corsair discovers new paint system -  
the first Aerobase in MRO 
Corsair International has completely switched its paint system to our new 
base coat/clear coat – AkzoNobel Aerobase & Aviox Clearcoat UVR.

07
The heart of mother Russia 
What does Mother Russia and aircraft coatings have to do with each 
other? A lot more than you may think. We take our training school to 
Russia and it's a great success.

Features

20
First 
Firsts for Deamliner and AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings shared. LAN Chile 
and Qatar Airways benefit from environmentally progressive coatings.

12
American Airlines rocks new look 
American Airlines' fleet makeover shall incorporate the painting of well 
over 650 aircraft with Aerodur 3001/3002 Base Coat/Clear Coat.

If you wish to be added  
to our mailing list to receive future 
editions, please send an email to: 
marina.turion@akzonobel.com
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A
irbus Industries recently recognized 
AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings with 
a Silver Award for Quality Improvement 
at the Supply Chain and Quality 

Improvement Program (SQIP) Day. This event in 
Toulouse culminated a 3 year program to raise 
the level of quality and supply performance for 
Airbus' most strategic suppliers. The award results 
from our significant improvement in rejection rates, 
IPCA score, and on time delivery performance.  

Eric Zanin, Senior Vice President Material 
procurement emphasized the importance of 
coatings  especially for aircraft exteriors. "There 
are 2 things our customers always inspect 
before delivery: cabin interiors and external 
paint, so a high quality finish is critical for Airbus' 
success". AkzoNobel was the only paint 
supplier to receive an award.

sBU EMEA Director John Griffin thanked 
the entire Sassenheim team for working 
together to proactively drive continuous 
improvement in benefiting AkzoNobel and its 
customers. "Airbus' recognition confirms that 
we are on  the right path to strengthen our 
position as their key coatings supplier", he 
commented. The next challenge is already 
issued as Airbus launched its SQIP 2015 
program which will drive strategic suppliers to 
achieve even higher percentages on time 
delivery with zero rejections. Griffin showed 
himself confident that Aerospace Coatings 
have the right people and attitude, to drive 
continuous improvement in the organization 
and successfully meet Airbus' new challenge.  

From left to right:
Thierry Vuillequiez, VP, Head of Supply Chain & Quality Material and Parts (POM). Jerome Mancy,  
Key Account Manager Airbus, AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings. Richard van Dijk, Quality Assurance 
Manager, AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings. John Griffin, sBU Director EMEA, AkzoNobel Aerospace 
Coatings. Eric Zanin, Senior Vice Président, Head of Procurement, Operations (PO). Eric Thiebault: 
VP, Head of Composites and Paint Procurement (PMC). Florent Texier, Supply chain and Quality 
supplier Manager (POMC).

Below: This is the first BC/CC 
(3001/3002) painted in China. Airline is 

Xiamen, painted at STAECO in Jinan 
Province. The temperature had been 

around -6°C for most of the week. 

AKZONOBEL 
WINS AIRBUS SQIP 
SILVER AWARD

AERODUR BASE 
COAT/CLEAR COAT 
TAKING OFF IN CHINA

John Griffin 
john.griffin@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

STAECO has recently completed the painting of 
one of Xiamen Airlines Boeing 737-800 aircraft. 
As it was the first aircraft in the Great China area 
painted with AkzoNobel's Base Coat/Clear 
Coat paint system, AkzoNobel provided full 
technical support to demonstrate the benefits 
of the paint system and to make the paint team 
familiar with the 'painter friendly' system. The 
STAECO team was impressed by the speed of 
application of the system, while the exceptional 
quality of the finish was very well received with 
Xiamen Airlines.

AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings technical 
manager, Gus Slattery:

"On the 17th of January 2013 I left Australia 
with temperatures of 45°C. I arrived in Jinan 
Province China on the 18th to a temperature of 
-6°C. Arriving at the STAECO Paint Hangar, my 
first thought was; Wow, it's warm. The hangar 
has in ground heating. Basically hot water 
pumped through pipes that run through the 
concrete floor. Absolutely fantastic. Closed up, 
the hangar maintained a temperature of 17 to 
18°C, whilst the outside temperature was 
minus 6. Yep… minus 6."

Although working at the lowest temperature 

parameters, the BC/CC system went on 
flawlessly and the STAECO Paint Team did a 
great job. The final finish was up to the high in 
house standards imposed by the STAECO 
Paint Team. The average Gloss was around 97 
GU (Gloss Units). Not bad considering the 
extreme weather conditions. From New 
Zealand to Singapore, and Malaysia to China, 
the BC/CC system continues to impress me. If 
only we had had it back in the day!"

Xiamen Airlines, established in 1984, is 
located in Xiamen, China, with shareholder 
China Southern Airlines, a member of 
SKYTEAM, recognized as only airline in China 
with an outstanding performance of profit for 26 
consecutive years. Xiamen Airlines' fleet is 
comprised of 88 aircraft and is set to expand to 
more than 136 aircraft by 2015. 

Taikoo (Shandong) Aircraft Engineering 
Co, well known as STAECO, is located in Jinan, 
China. STAECO is well recognized as the 
leading MRO facility for cargo conversion, 
heavy check and business jet support. Out of 
its 5 hangars, STAECO has 3 hangars dedicated 
for painting work, with the record of painting 
more than 500 aircraft over the past 13 years.

Gus Slattery 
gus.slattery@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Gus Slattery

"FROM NEW 
ZEALAND TO 
SINGAPORE, AND 
MALAYSIA TO CHINA, 
THE BASE COAT/
CLEAR COAT 
SYSTEM CONTINUES 
TO IMPRESS ME."
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Y
ou may wonder what Mother Russia 
has to do with aircraft coatings? A lot 
more than you may think. To give you 
an idea: the Novosibirsk region, one 

of the largest regions of the Russian Federation, 
is located in the very heart of Russia, in the 
south-east of the West Siberian plain. There 
are several aerospace facilities in Novosibirsk: 
OEM Civil subcontractor for SSJ-100, OEM 
Military, MRO – heavy maintenance MI8, Mi17, 
and "Sibir Technicks" LLC – MRO.  

The challenge with the location is that it is 
difficult for many customers from for example 
the Ural, Sibir or Far Eastern part to come to 
Moscow or the Netherlands for training. So 
what do you do? You take the training to the 
heart of Mother Russia, to Novosibirsk. 

Just near Tomachevo airport (at Sibir-Technicks), 
Igor Ustinov and Zoran Radosavljevic of 
AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings, hosted a  
base coat/clear coat conference with an MRO 
customer training. 

"Sibir-Technicks" - MRO is certified with 
EASA PART-145  and performs all range  
of works for Airbus 320F, Airbus 310; Boeing 
737, Boeing 767, Boeing 757; Bombardier CL-
600-2B19 (CRJ-100/200); ATR-42, ATR-72.  

The company was also nominated as "Best 
Maintenance - Repair Provider" in CIS countries. 

The Sibir – Technicks facility has a large spray 
area with two floors for the observers. This 
makes it very suitable to give training sessions 
there. It was not the first training delivered by 
AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings. Igor Ustinov 
recalls: "The first event was in 2009, we had 
29 people then. This time we trained 35 people 
while the theoretical class and the spray booth 
can fit up to 50 people. Together with technical 
consultant Zoran Radosavljevic, we showed 
revolutionary products like Metaflex SP 1050 
and Aerodur  Base Coat/Clear Coat. People 
were actually shocked at the strength of hiding 
power and reduced drying time with Aerodur 
3001 (Base Coat). We also had a special 
training session where we focused on spot 
repair demonstration with fade in fade out 
techniques of a complicated Mica system." 

Zoran Radosavljevic 
zoran.radosavljevic@akzonobel.com

Igor Ustinov 
igor.ustinov@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Above: Zoran (left) and Igor (right), show the 
process and products to a captive audience.

C
urrently undertaking a full re-
branding program which shall 
redefine the RBA flying experience, 
Royal Brunei Airlines have selected 

Eclipse topcoats to strengthen their brand 
image and ensure the good looks of all aircraft 
within their fleet.

A high profile launch of the new  
livery and logo took place in front of guests 
including Brunei's Olympians, RB's Chairman  
and Board of Directors, staff members and  
other invited guests. The event marked the  
roll out of the new branding across the  
company during 2013. Later this year RBA  
will be the first South-East Asian airline to  
take delivery of the ultra modern 787  
Boeing Dreamliner, for which the AkzoNobel 

Aerospace Coatings' Eclipse brand is 
specified as well. 

Speaking at the launch of the new livery, 
Royal Brunei Airlines chairman Dermot Mannion 
commented that "Over the next year, we will be 
redefining the Royal Brunei Airlines' flying 
experience,  This redefinition is not merely an ad 
campaign, but rather a long term commitment 
to our passengers to create a family-like, 
peaceful and tranquil atmosphere with high 
class customer service."

The new Royal Brunei livery still shows the 
familiar yellow color scheme, in a classic styled 
new livery and logo. Only the tail fin and fuselage 
show the colors. The "A" has gone with the 
abbreviation "RB"  showing on the tail fin. 

Robert Waddell, Aerospace Coatings' 

Sales Director for South East Asia commented: 
"We are very proud to contribute to Royal 
Brunei's rebranding journey. Our successful 
partnership with Royal Brunei Airlines is the 
result of dedicated team work by the Asia 
Pacific team, our distributor Hypercoat, our 
color lab team based in Waukegan together with 
the RBA paint team."

AkzoNobel is confident that the RBA brand 
is in safe hands with the proven performance of 
the Eclipse topcoats. To ensure the successful 
painting of the first aircraft, AkzoNobel's 
application specialists provided comprehensive 
training and application support to Royal Brunei's 
in-house engineering team, demonstrating the 
high gloss, user friendly application for which 
the Eclipse system has become recognized. 

Robert Waddell 
robert.waddell@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

"WE ARE VERY PROUD TO 
CONTRIBUTE TO ROYAL BRUNEI'S 
REBRANDING JOURNEY."
Robert Waddell

AKZONOBEL 
COLORS ROYAL 
BRUNEI AIRLINES 
LIVERY

THE 
HEART 

OF 
MOTHER 

RUSSIA



Mix2Win can help 
you create any 
paint mix from our 
vast color range 
quicker and faster 
allowing you to 
work smarter, 
save cost and 
reduce your 
impact on the 
environment.
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A
kzoNobel Aerospace Coatings' team 
in Asia Pacific have been establishing 
Aerofine with the TG Technical Team at 
both Don Muang and U-Tapao hangars 

since trials and training started in July 2011. 
AkzoNobel was aware that the TG Senior 
Management were looking for new VOC free, 
environmentally friendly products. In line with 
AkzoNobel's target to offer sustainable solutions 
that also contribute to the success of the 
customer, we introduced them to the water 
based Aerofine paint system.

September 2012 we were honoured to 
present an award for A Green Vision to Thai 
International. This was the first award given to 
any of our customers in Asia Pacific.

We completed the very successful painting 
of a complete Airbus A330 at the Don Muang 
hangar in March 2012. Since that time we 
have supplied and completed 4 other 
complete Boeing 777 interiors for Thai Airways 
and 2 part interiors for Boeing 747's.

The engineers are happy that the TG 
interior paint shop is free of solvent fumes 
when using Aerofine cabin interior coatings.

Replacing the old solvent based materials 
with water based cabin interior paint  
systems is the most logical step forward  
when we consider the shared vision of  
both Thai International and AkzoNobel. We 
want to provide healthier products for our 
valued customers.

AEROFINE AT 
THAI AIRWAYS

Graham Windsor 
graham.windsor@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Below (from left to right):  
 Don Muang, Khun Sombat Sonnaray, 

Heavy Maintenance Department 
Manager, Graham Windsor, AkzoNobel 

Aerospace Coatings and U-Tapao, Khun 
Chuchart Phugsuwan Division Manager.

Don and U-Tapao have worked very 
closely with our technical team.

Aerofine 8250 
Topcoat

Aged surface in 
good condition

Paint system 
for operator 
customization:

Aerofine cabin interior paint systems

Aerofine 8250 Topcoat

Aerofine 8110  
Sanding Surfacer

Aerofine 8888 
Pinhole Filler

Untreated Substrate

Paint system for untreated 
surfaces with imperfections:

The circle of saving 
paint, time and money
A   Save money
B   Make less
C   No waste
D   Reduce stock
E   Save time
F   Control costs

A

E

B

D

CF

Aerofine 8250 Topcoat

Aerofine  8110 
Sanding Surfacer

Aged surface with imperfections

Paint system for aged 
surfaces with imperfections:

When Germanwings, the new Cologne-based subsidiary of Lufthansa 
with 90+ aircraft, were looking for extended durability (gloss and color 
retention) and easy cleaning (less dirt absorption) their choice fell  
on AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings' innovative and sustainable paint 
systems for the repainting of their fleet. 

GERMANWINGS

E
xcited about the big order the various 
people set to work, the deal was made, 
the relevant people informed. Oh and 
by the way, the first plane would need 

to be painted in give or take 10 days!

GULP!

ACC Plant Manager Patrick de Widt smiles when he thinks back. "On 
Thursday we were told they needed panels within a day or two to decide on 
color. Normally our main focus is perfection and that takes time. This time, 
there simply was no time, but we still strived for perfection. We sent the panels 
on the Friday. The Tuesday after we were notified that "thank you, well done, 
we want another purple." So again within a day the panels were done and 
sent off. On Thursday the OK came in.

The next challenge was that only a few days later (the Monday) the first 
plane would have to be sprayed. Everything had to be developed, mixed and 
delivered within a week. And we made it. De Widt is more than a little proud 
of the team who delivered the feat. "They took ownership of their part of the 
process and looked at possible solutions. There was a strong team spirit, 
constant consultation and movement all over the place! We had Koos 
Hoogervorst, our master color developer, working on the formulation side. 
Peter Jonker in Production made most of the colors, Ingrid vd Valk took care 
of the admin side and Robyn Tacq spent a lot of time planning the whole 
thing. The rest of the ACC team were on hand to support where needed." 
What's more there was no manager needed to nudge them along. Again De 
Widt smiles: "I was not even in the office on both days this took place. They 
took it on and guided the process along by themselves. That too gives me a 
great sense of pride." 

The team spirit spanned across the North Sea. De Widt: "when 
Germanwings needed a variety of colors, as soon as possible off course, and 
the right materials turned out to be better available in the Leicester facility, 
color maker Stuart Townsend went into the lab over the weekend, did the 
reformulation and delivered. So he also deserves a hats off for his participation 
in this success."

Patrick de Widt 
patrick.dewidt@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Mix2Win: 
Faster and 
Smarter
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C
orsair International has completely switched to the new Base Coat/Clear Coat system 
– AkzoNobel Aerobase & Aviox Clear Coat UVR – for both aircraft repainting and new 
aircraft on order. 

Since the Aerobase Base Coat/Clear Coat system was qualified by Airbus according 
to AIMS 04.04.033 and AIMS 04.04.037, several companies have switched or are switching their 
paint system for new aircraft to AkzoNobel's Base Coat/Clear Coat. 

Corsair was the first to change their paint system in MRO to AkzoNobel Base Coat/Clear Coat. 
Last summer two of their A 330-200 were re-painted in the new livery. The stunning design, with 
nineteen different shades of blue base coat would (in the old system) have required three coats for 
each color, with a drying time of around ten hours. The Aerobase Base Coat needs just one coat, with 
a drying time of only two hours. The entire surface of the aircraft is finished with a protective clearcoat.

The application took place at the Air France Industry paint shop at Orly. Eric Blaise (Paint Shop 
Manager) commented: "on this specific livery with this blue fade out on the tail, the very short 
drying time of the Aerobase, saved a lot of 
process time". The fade out on the tail was 
applied by Graphibus who have developed a 
special technique. 

Damien Bossan and Benoit Bourget of 
Corsair Structures and Aircraft Engineering, 
stated: "We chose the system for the 'wet-look' 
effect and to minimize paint process time." Mr 
Bossan and Mr Bourget added that the final 
result was not only much appreciated by 
Corsair, but by the customers too. 

Grégoire Mercie, Sales Manager for 
AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings, adds: "We 
know they were delighted with the final result and 
are very pleased. They are convinced by the 
benefits of our BC/CC system and it will now be 
used on all their aircraft." Corsair is in the process 
of applying the new system on their three 747-400's. 

Scan the QR code below to view a video of 
this application, or visit our YouTube channel... 
www.youtube.com/AkzoNobelAero

CORSAIR 
DISCOVERS 
NEW PAINT 
SYSTEM - 
THE FIRST 
AEROBASE 
IN MRO

"ON THIS SPECIFIC LIVERY WITH THIS BLUE FADE OUT 
ON THE TAIL, THE VERY SHORT DRYING TIME OF THE 
AEROBASE SAVED A LOT OF PROCESS TIME."
Eric Blaise Grégorie Mercie 

gregorie.mercie@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

...scan the QR 
code to view the 
painting process...



AMERICAN 
AIRLINES 
ROCKS 
NEW 
LOOK
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Marking an important milestone in its plan to 
create the industry's most modern, fuel-efficient 
fleet, American Airlines recently unveiled its new 
livery and logo – its first rebrand in more than 40 
years. AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings is proudly 
providing the paint system and technical expertise 
to assist with the new look for the iconic and 
most recognized brand in the aviation industry.

A
merican Airlines' fleet makeover shall 
incorporate the painting of well over 
650 aircraft with Aerodur 3001/3002 
Base Coat/Clear Coat. The paint 

system has been selected for its reliability and  
is widely recognized for an impressive high 
gloss finish with easy coverage in a single  
coat and fast turnaround capabilities. The base 
coat reduces drying time from 10 hours to only 
2 hours.

American Airlines partnered with 
FutureBrand to create the modern look and 
livery for the iconic brand. Built on many years 
of successful co-operation, Future Brand 
engaged AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings to 
work on color development, advise on  
the chosen paint system and to provide 
technical support.

No matter how good the product, it's often 
the people involved in such major rebranding 
projects who ensure their success. Ron Fattal, 
Commercial OEM Market Manager and his US 
based team, obviously delighted with the news, 
are in the process of overseeing the painting of 
the 4th airplane in the new livery - a 767. The 
team's close working relationship with American 
Airlines has ensured a smooth implementation 
of the new livery and with particular support 
from Richard Neath and Rodney Adams, the 
team has often worked around the clock to 
ensure the successful launch and ongoing 
program for American Airlines.

American Airlines' modernized livery 
features bold stripes and a timeless silver body, 
demonstrating the airline's origins and the spirit 
of modern America. The new look and feel is 
enhanced by a special effect, full body mica 
topcoat. The resulting unique depth and 
radiance aims to remind passengers of the 
classical, iconic image of the airline. >

Below: The aircraft slowly 
rolls out of the hangar.

Right: A closer 
look at the tail.
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Mike Suhara, Field Technical Service Manager 
has worked tirelessly between American  
Airlines and Future Brand in the development  
of color standards since Spring 2012 and  
was also the Technical Service Support for  
the painting of the 3rd aircraft at the Leading 
Edge Facility in Victorville. Mike shall also 
oversee the integration of the new coating at 
Boeing for new deliveries of 737's beginning in 
March this year.

Once again, effective teamwork has 
ensured that client expectations have been 
met, with all members of the AkzoNobel team in 
Waukegan, FutureBrand and American Airlines 
collaborating to produce the best possible 
results within a high profile success story.

Ron Fattal: "I've been asked many times  
if my company was involved in the new look 
and you can't help but feel a sense of pride at 
saying yes, or of seeing one of the new aircraft 
at the airport."

AERODUR 3002 
CLEAR COAT 
ENTIRE FUSELAGE

AERODUR 3001 
BESPOKE LIGHT BLUE
BASE COAT

AERODUR 3001 
BESPOKE DARK BLUE
BASE COAT

AERODUR 3001 
BESPOKE RED
BASE COAT

AERODUR 3001 
SILVER MICA
BASE COAT 
ENTIRE FUSELAGE

AERODUR 3001 
DARK GRAY MICA 
BASE COAT

SPECIAL EFFECT COATINGS 
AND THE 'SILVER BIRD'

AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings

BASE COAT 
REDUCES 
DRYING 
TIME FROM 
10 HOURS 
TO ONLY...

2
HOURS

Ron Fattal 
ron.fattal@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Mike Suhara 
mike.suhara@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

128

8 
SEPARATE 
COLORS 
USED  
IN TAIL 
SECTION 
OF LIVERY

12, TOTAL 
COLORS 
USED IN 
AMERICAN 
AIRLINES 
PAINT 
LIVERY

Freshly painted with American's new look, 
using special effect coatings to maintain the 
'silver bird' heritage of American's aircraft.



T
he B737-800 was re-painted in full 
colors of their first ever aircraft that took 
to the skies four decades ago, offering a 
special guest experience for customers 

who fly in this aircraft.
Leveraging on nearly two decades of close 

cooperation with Malaysia Airlines, AkzoNobel 
Aerospace Coatings partnered to develop the 
colors, provide advise on the paint system, as well 
as on-site technical support to the highly skilled 
work force of the airline's engineering paint shop 
for this retro livery project.

Malaysia Airlines agreed on the most modern 
paint system recommended for the B737-800 
retro livery that dates back to October 1972. 

The aircraft was painted with Aerodur® 3001 
Base Coat and Aerodur® 3002 Clear Coat and 
benefits from the very latest advances in 
technology; notably improved gloss, color 
retention and extended durability, providing the 
ultimate protection and good looks for Malaysian 
national carrier's brand image.

Recognized as the first base coat/clear coat 
system that does what it says, the Aerodur Base 
Coat only needs one coat per color for full hiding. 
It dries in two hours instead of ten. 

The entire surface of the aircraft was finished 
with a protective Aerodur Clear Coat. As a result, 
the Malaysia Airlines engineering paint shop 
benefited from faster process times and paint 
volume reduction. The wide application window 
made the system particularly suitable for the 
tropical conditions.

AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings is proud  
of the ongoing relationship with Malaysia  
Airlines and is delighted to be associated with  
the commemorative aircraft.

"We are very proud to say that we have been 
working very closely with Malaysia Airlines since 
1993, and looking at this aircraft nearly 20 years 
later I can only feel pride in our ongoing relationship. 
It was an honour to meet with Tan Sri Md Nor 
Yusof, Chairman of Malaysia Airlines, and to be 
able to explain the process and advantages of the 
latest paint technology used on this B737-800," 
said Graham Windsor, AkzoNobel Aerospace 
Coatings' General Manager Asia Pacific. 

The painting process of the Malaysia Airlines 
retro livery can be seen on YouTube, scan the QR 
code to view!
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C
hromates, aside from having splendid anti-corrosion capabilities 
also present health and environmental challenges. Not 
surprisingly, the challenge has been on for years to find a 
replacement in coatings which not only looks good, but also 

combats corrosion with the same vengeance as chromates (without the 
environment and health issues).

EIRTECH

Steve Pickering of Eirtech: "During the recent painting of the 4 Transavia 
737s, AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings provided full technical support in order 
to ensure the smooth introduction of their new totally Chrome Free paint 
system. We were delighted to use the new system because firstly the lack of 
chromate in the process brings a major improvement for the health and 
safety working conditions of our employees in the paint shop. Also, the 
combination of the fast drying Aerodur 3001 Base Coat/Aerodur 3002 Clear 
Coat  and the reduced number of surface preparation steps using Metaflex 
SP1050 chrome free, waterbased pretreatment, means that we can deliver 
to our customer a visually outstanding aircraft with corrosion protection to 
match. All this in very fast turnaround times compared to some other systems 
in the market. We will be pleased to use this system in future".

TRANSAVIA

Transavia.com has a tremendous track record when it comes to reducing it's 
environmental impact and working in a corporate social responsible way. The 
new office building was the first in The Netherlands to receive two certifications 
(BREEAM-NL and the Platinum LEED certificate). The fleet of aircraft is 
young, which means the aircraft have the latest technological advances. 
Engines are flushed in a different way, resulting in less fuel usage. Winglets 
have been adopted which also result in less fuel use and so less CO2.

Peter van Doesburg of Transavia Engineering: "it is only natural for us to 
be interested in paint systems which also have less of a negative impact on 
the environment. We have used AkzoNobel coatings for quite some time. 
This latest development is exciting. Getting the chromates out is good on 
multiple levels. The new paint system has much less environmental & health 
and safety risks in combination with other total cost of ownership advantages 
such as less downtime (fast drying base coat), longer durability (clear coat), 
less cleaning  (clear coat), less maintenance (excellent adhesion due to 
Metaflex SP 1050)".

TECHNICAL SUPPORT

Painters at Eirtech's facility in Ostrava took to the new system quickly. 
Supported by Onno van Dongen, Technical Consultant with AkzoNobel 
Aerospace Coatings, the combination of products was applied. Van 
Dongen stayed on for the application of all 4 aircraft, which was much 
appreciated by the Eirtech crew(s). Van Dongen: "It was good to see the 
painters getting used to the new products so quickly. They were very 
enthusiastic about the ease of application of Aerodur 2111 Non Chrome 
Primer. Even on places were the application was very difficult Aerodur 2111 
looked and felt very smooth after drying. They will deliver fine application 
jobs in the future with this system". Adds Pickering: "the painters were 
happy with the ease and speed in using Metaflex SP 1050 pretreatment. 
With less preparation steps and the fast drying Aerodur products, the 
decrease in process time is impressive".

METAFLEX

MRO Market Segment Manager, and responsible for the product introduction 
of the Metaflex line, Michela Fusco, explains: "the system is a combination of 
Metaflex SP 1050, the newly introduced water-based surface pretreatment, 
Aerodur 2111 non chrome low VOC primer and the fast drying Aerodur 3001 
Base Coat and Aerodur 3002 Clear Coat. The reduced number of surface 
preparation steps considerably reduce process time while delivering 
outstanding protection and appearance". Fusco is also impressed by the 
international teamwork on this project. "We had three Technical Sales 
Managers based in The Netherlands and the UK, Customer Services, the 
Technical Support group and Operations all working together to deliver the 
product(s) in time and provide the customer the support needed".

Above:  
Chrome Free beauty.

GOING 
CHROME FREE 
WITH METAFLEX 
SP1050
The year 2012 saw the first application of a totally chrome free  
system, with Metaflex SP 1050 as surface pretreatment, of AkzoNobel  
Aerospace Coatings in commercial aviation maintenance. Not only was 
this a very exciting step from an innovation point of few, it also meant a 
major improvement for the health and safety conditions in the paint shop.

Malaysia Airlines, the national carrier of Malaysia, is currently celebrating 
40 years of world renowned Malaysian Hospitality delivery to air 
travellers. As part of a series of the year-long activities, the national flag 
carrier recently revealed an aircraft with the special "40 years of 
Malaysian Hospitality" livery. 

MALAYSIA AIRLINES CELEBRATES  
'40 YEARS OF MALAYSIAN HOSPITALITY' 
WITH MODERN RETRO LIVERY

Michela Fusco 
michela.fusco@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Graham Windsor 
graham.windsor@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

...scan the QR 
code to view the 
painting process...



T
wo years ago "Apache Aviation", who 
are  in charge of the Breitling Acrobatic 
Jet Team, were looking for a paint shop 
to apply the new Breitling livery in all  

of their nine L-39 Albatros from the blue 
livery to  the black.   

Apache aviation wanted a durable system 
that is easy to maintain, leaving the actual 
choice to the paint shop.

The choice fell on the ATE Chateauroux 
paint shop, who in turn, chose AkzoNobel 
Aerospace Coatings as the paint provider  
for this new livery, thus confirming the  
long established relationship between both 
companies. ATE and AkzoNobel's Sales 
Manager, Alain Viard, decided on Aviox as the 
paint system of choice, specifically because it is 
easy to repair and AMS 3095 qualified.

...the result speaks for itself. 

Alain Viard 
alain.viard@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!
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T
he maintenance systems meet AMS 3095A and allow airlines 
and paint facilities to use one and the same paint system for 
any type of aircraft. Customized to the individual needs of the 
paint facility, the preferred paint solution provides customers, 

managing a mixed fleet of aircraft, maximum benefit with minimum 
change. The systems offer multiple choice to the customer in terms or 
pre-treatments (Metaflex SP 1050, direct to metal) and primer (chrome 
and chrome free primers) in combination with the AkzoNobel Base 
Coat/Clear Coat systems. 

It removes mixed fleet complexity by bringing one decorative 
system that facilitates the maintenance of the entire fleet of aircraft, no 
matter what type or model it is. To airlines it means that appearance 
variability within their fleet will be eliminated.

CLEAN SOLUTIONS PREFERRED

In line with AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings' commitment to offer 
environmentally progressive solutions that contribute to the success of 
the customer, a total chrome-free option is expected to receive AMS 
3095A qualification soon. The chrome-free system option combines 
the use of Metaflex SP 1050 surface preparation with a chrome-free 
primer and a topcoat system. The topcoat system can be either an 
environmentally progressive AkzoNobel Base Coat/Clear Coat or a 
single stage topcoat.

COST EFFECTIVE

Use of the chrome-free Metaflex SP 1050 surface preparation replaces 
the use of chromate conversion coatings, wash primers and other 
traditional pretreatment processes. Application of the water based 
pretreatment is an easy and safe process that does not require 
expensive equipment. It reduces paint preparation time and costs.

The combination of Metaflex SP 1050 with the AkzoNobel chrome-
free primer and decorative system offer superior adhesion, system 
durability and outstanding performance.

Application and maintenance costs can be further reduced by 
choosing the reliable Aerobase and Aerodur Base Coat/Clear Coat 
decorative coating option. Both provide a top quality finish with faster 
turnaround times, superb gloss/color retention and extended durability.

•  Reliable paint system for any type 
of commercial aircraft

•  Multiple system option to suit 
individual needs

• Globally endorsed by major OEMs

MIXED FLEET 
SINGLE PAINT 
SOLUTION
MRO Dubai was the chosen platform for 
AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings to present  
its latest high gloss exterior paint systems  
for commercial fleet maintenance.

ONCE 
UPON A  
 TIME IN 
FRANCE

Metaflex SP 1050

Aviox Clearcoat UVR 

Aerobase

Aerodur LV 2114 primer

Metaflex SP 1050

Metaflex SP 1050

Aerodur 3002 

Aerodur 3001

Aerodur LV 2114 primer

Metaflex SP 1050

Chrome free paint system

Aerodur 3002 

Aerodur 3001

Aerodur 2100 MgRP primer

Metaflex SP 1050

Direct to metal

Aviox Clearcoat UVR

Aerobase

Aerodur LV 2114 primer

Scotch-Brite Solvent Clean
(Direct to metal) C
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D
eveloped as a state of the art, 
environmentally progressive, first of its 
kind aircraft, it shows:
• An emission of up to 20% less of 

CO2 than similar aircraft.
 • Up to 40% less noise footprint than 
similar aircraft on takeoff, the period of greatest 
noise in flight.
 • 50% of the structure is a carbon fiber 
composite material, which makes it a first in the 
industry, this material being more resistant to 
fatigue and corrosion. This allows, moreover, that 
the manufacturing process will produce less 
non-recycled waste. 

With a length of 56.72 meters and a 
wingspan of 60.13 meter it can carry 210 to 
290 people a distance of 7,650 to 8,200 
nautical miles. The real improvements are in the 
fuel savings, the environmentally friendly 
reduced emissions and the passenger comforts 
in the cabin. Passengers will experience 
improvements such as improved lighting, 
bigger windows, larger overhead bins, lower 
cabin altitude and enhanced ventilation 
systems, among other features. Qatar Airways 
has 254 custom-made seats across its 787 
Business and Economy Class cabins with 
specially designed interiors. Business Class is 
configured 1–2–1 with 22 seats, while Economy 
has 232 seats in a 3–3–3 layout.

GLOBAL APPROACH

Two firsts on opposite sides of the world enabled 
AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings to serve two 
valued customers with expert coatings. 

LAN is the 1st carrier to fly the new Boeing 
787 in South America. They are a proud 
member of the One World alliance and operate 
on routes between Santiago, the capital of 
Chile, Lima Peru and  Buenos Aires Argentina, 
to Los Angeles USA, Madrid Spain and 
Frankfurt Germany initially. 

AkzoNobel has been supplying the colors 
of LAN Chile for many years, and in 2000 when 
they wanted a new look, they turned to 
AkzoNobel for help and guidance in selecting 
colors. It was at this time that they consolidated 
the rest of the South American partners and the 
Airline became known simply as LAN.

Comments technical consultant Mike 
Suhara: "The latest Boeing 787's for LAN to 
receive are painted in Everett Washington using 
our Eclipse top coat. We also have painted 
Boeing 767's for LAN using the new Aerodur 
3001/3002 Base Coat/Clear Coat."

Another valued customer, Qatar Airways, 
also part of One World, celebrated the  
delivery of it's first Boeing 787 Dreamliner, 
November last year. The aircraft, the first of 30 
confirmed 787's ordered by the Doha-based 
airline, was also the first to be delivered to an 
airline in the Gulf.

Barry Allan, Sales Manager, echoes the 
words of Mike Suhara: "this Dreamliner was a 
first for AkzoNobel in this region as it was in 
South America. It was also coated in Eclipse".

Barry Allan 
barry.allan@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Mike Suhara 
mike.suhara@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!
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PROVOST HISTORY 

In the early 1950's the Royal Air Force decided to 
streamline its training programmes by using just 
jet powered aircraft, thus doing away with the 
piston powered aircraft used for training. 
However, in order to do this it needed a new jet 
powered basic trainer. Hunting Percival's answer 
to this was to take one of its successful Alvis 
Leonides powered Provost aircraft and re-
engineer it to accommodate a Bristol-Siddeley 
Viper 102 jet engine.

The 'Jet Provost' first flew on 26 June 1954 
and it would go on to become one of the most 
successful jet aircraft ever produced in Great 
Britain. The RAF requested some modifications 
to the airframe and the new aircraft, referred to as 
the Jet Provost T3 had a shorter undercarriage, 
different avionics, a larger canopy, ejection seats 
and wing tip fuel tanks.

The RAF ordered 201 aircraft in June 1959. 
In November 1961 the RAF issued a follow-on 
order of a further 198 x Jet Provost T4  
(fitted with a higher powered Rolls Royce Viper 
202 engine). By 1967 the RAF needed even 
more JPs so 105 of the Jet Provost T5 variant 
were ordered. The T5 had a pressurized 
cockpit, redesigned windscreen and canopy, a 
longer nose and new wings. This variant was 
later developed into the Strikemaster attack 
aircraft and won considerable sales on the 
export market.

The Jet Provost was finally retired from RAF 
service in 1993 after a career spanning more 
than 35 years.

Classic Air Force's Jet Provost T5A was built 
at the British Aircraft Corporation factory in 
Warton, Lancashire in 1972 as XW433 and 
immediately entered service with 3FTS at RAF 
Leeming, Yorkshire.

XW433 served at the base for five years 
before being reallocated to 7FTS and making the  
journey south to RAF Church Fenton. It served 
another five years here before returning north to 
7FTS at Leeming in 1982.

In 1984 it was reallocated to 3FTS at Church 
Fenton again! This time it enjoyed a lengthy stay 
until 1992 when re-assigned again to the School 
of Technical Training at RAF Cosford, Shropshire. 
It stayed here for three years before departing for 
storage at nearby RAF Shawbury in 1995.

The Jet Provost was fast making a name for 
itself as a private aircraft and retired examples 
were quickly snapped up by owners wanting a 
high performance 'toy'.

Consequently, XW433 did not stay at 
Shawbury for long and was sold at auction to 
Nottinghamshire based Ruddington Aviation, who 
registered it with the CAA as G-JPRO on 10 
August 1995. It remained here for four years until 
it was re- registered to Edwalton Aviation on 
Armistice Day in 1999. It was operated by its new 
owners until 2007 when it was acquired by the 
Classic Flight and Flown to Coventry. In February 
2012, G-JPRO was donated to The Classic 
Aircraft Trust by Mike Collett and Air Atlantique.

Today, G-JPRO flies in authentic RAF 
training markings and carries its original RAF 
serial XW433.

Like so many of its type, the aircraft entered 
service with the Central Flying School (CFS) at 
RAF Little Rissington, Gloucestershire. It was 
initially given the fuselage codes 'R-K' which 
was later changed to '72'.

In 1970 XM424 flew north to RAF Finningley, 
Yorkshire where it spent a year flying as 'W' with 
6FTS. The following year the aircraft moved 
again, this time to RAF College Cranwell in 
Lincolnshire where it was coded '46'.

The aircraft remained at Cranwell until 1974 
when it was dispatched to Warton to be 
converted to T3A standard with modified 
avionics. Work was completed in mid-1975 
and XM42 was re-allocated to 3FTS who were 
based at RAF Leeming, Yorkshire where it was 
soon surplus to requirements and was flown to 
5MU RAF Kemble, Gloucestershire for storage.

Work to return it to the skies began in 1982, 
however plans were changed and it was 
returned to storage until the base closed in 
1983. At that point, it was moved to RAF 
Shawbury, Shropshire for further storage and 
eventually flown out on 30 August 1984 and 
allocated to 1FTS at RAF Linton-On-Ouse, 
Lincolnshire. The aircraft served as '30' with 1FTS 
and flew with the unit until June 1986 when it was 
loaned to TAF St Athan in Wales as a crew 'taxi' 
for a month, returning to 1FTS in July.

In 1992 the aircraft was selected to become 
the RAF Jet Provost display aircraft and was 
painted in a special scheme. Flown by Flt Lt 
Steve Howard, XM424 had a busy season and 
appeared at events across Europe before 
returning to more mundane duties in 1993.

It was soon declared surplus to requirements 
and was acquired by Global Aviation at the 
former RAF Binbrook in Lincolnshire in 
September 1994. The aircraft was auctioned off 
in 1995, and placed onto the UK civil register as 
G-BWDS in June of that year.

The aircraft's new owners moved it to North 
Weald, Essex and re-sprayed it into a civilian 
blue color scheme similar to that worn by the 
RAF Hunter team 'The Blue Diamonds'. It was 
operated out of North Weald airfield in Essex 
until 2004 when it was acquired by Steve Lloyd 
and Phil Wright who moved it to Swansea.

During 2008 it was acquired by the Classic 
Flight for use as a crew trainer and display aircraft 
in its own right. Today, it forms part of The Classic 
Aircraft Trust Ltd having been kindly donated by 
Mike Collett and Air Atlantique.
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T
he AkzoNobel color scheme chosen 
matches that of the Meteor T7 and 
several others and represents one of 
only 12 Provosts ever painted in the 

silver with yellow stripe livery. The scheme was 
selected and proposed for the aircraft by Martin 
Carter – UK OEM Sales Manager, "it was 
extremely important to replicate the original flying 
colors and appearance of this classic aircraft" 
stated Martin. The selected scheme was 
Aerodur SGL Aluminium with Aerodur Clear 
Coat to protect the aircraft and provide a 
durable 'wet look' finish.

 This year is the 100th anniversary of Central 
Flying School and there are a number of displays 
booked for the aircraft. To do so in the new colors 
will be a unique opportunity for AkzoNobel to be 
associated with this and indeed the Meteor T7 
that AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings have 
already supported, as paint sponsors. The aircraft 
now presents the AkzoNobel 'Bruce' logo on both 
the port and starboard fuselage beneath the 
horizontal stabilizer. The aircraft is one of 13 
donated to the Classic Aircraft Trust with the sole 
purpose of keeping them operational and in the 
public eye for years to come as a legacy to the 
Golden Years of British Aviation and for which 
they will star as part of a BBC documentary to be 
aired in the autumn.

AKZONOBEL RETURN 
ANOTHER HISTORIC 
AIRCRAFT BACK TO IT'S 
ORIGINAL FLYING GLORY
This Jet Provost being a single engine RAF trainer of the 1950's and 1960's was selected as the RAF 
display aircraft in 1992 flown by Flt Lt Steve Howard and enjoyed hectic display seasons as XM424 
before becoming a civilian aircraft in 1995. It was acquired in 2008 as a crew trainer and display 
aircraft in its own right.  

Right and below: Jet 
Provost back in action.
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Martin Carter 
martin.carter@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Martin Carter

"IT WAS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT TO 
REPLICATE THE ORIGINAL FLYING 
COLORS AND APPEARANCE OF 
THIS CLASSIC AIRCRAFT"



AkzoNobel is the largest global paints and coatings company and a 
major producer of specialty chemicals. We supply industries and 
consumers worldwide with innovative products and are passionate about 
developing sustainable answers for our customers. 

Our portfolio includes well known brands such as Dulux, Sikkens, 
International and Eka. Headquartered in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 
we are consistently ranked as one of the leaders in the area of 
sustainability. With operations in more than 80 countries, our 50,000 
people around the world are committed to excellence and delivering 
Tomorrow's Answers Today™.

© 2013 Akzo Nobel NV. All rights reserved.  
"Tomorrow's Answers Today" is a trademark of Akzo Nobel NV.

Brazil - São Paulo
Phone  + 55 11 216 71818
Fax      + 55 11 216 71754

China - Shanghai
Phone  + 86 21 2220 5000
Fax      + 86 21 2220 5558

France - Toulouse
Phone + 33 5 34 60 48 00
Fax + 33 5 34 60 56 93

Germany - Hamburg
Phone + 49 40 5268380
Fax + 49 40 52683838

Italy - Rome
Phone + 39 06 977 494 11
Fax + 39 06 977 494 32

Japan - Tokyo
Phone + 81 3 52762050
Fax + 81 3 35110397

The Netherlands - Sassenheim
Phone + 31 71 3082905
Fax + 31 71 3082056

Russia - Moscow
Phone + 7 495 7950149
Fax + 7 495 9602972

Spain - Barcelona
Phone + 34 9 3374 1965
Fax + 34 9 3370 9663

Thailand - Bangkok
Phone + 66 2 984 5458
Fax + 66 2 984 5459

United Arab Emirates - Dubai
Phone + 971 4 347 2491
Fax + 971 4 347 2339

United Kingdom - Leicester
Phone + 44 11 62234123
Fax + 44 11 62234139

United States - Waukegan, 
Illinois
Phone + 1 847 623 4200
Fax + 1 847 625 3332

For more information on AkzoNobel 
Aerospace Coatings contact your local 
AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings 
representative, any of the country offices 
listed on this page or visit our website at:  
www.akzonobel.com/aerospace
email us at: 
customer.service@akzonobel.com

Catch us at the following Trade Shows...
Aircraft Interiors Expo 
April 9-11 2013  
Hamburg, Germany  
www.aircraftinteriorsexpo.com

MRO Americas
April 16-18 2013  
Atlanta, Georgia, USA  
events.aviationweek.com

Airline Purchasing & 
Maintenance Expo 
May 7-9 2013   
London, UK  
www.apmexpo.com

RAA Annual Convention 
May 6-9 2013   
Montreal, Quebec, Canada  
www.raa.org

Intaircoat 
May 15-16 2013   
Lisbon, Portugal  
www.intaircoat.com

Aircraft Interiors 
October 1-3 2013   
Seattle, USA  
www.aircraftinteriorsexpo.com

DSEi
September 10-13 2013   
London, UK  
www.dsei.co.uk

MRO Europe
September 24-26 2013   
London, UK  
www.events.aviationweek.com

NBAA
October 22-24 2013   
Las Vegas, USA  
www.nbaa.org

Dubai Airshow
November 17-21 2013   
Dubai, UAE 
www.dubaiairshow.aero

www.akzonobel.com/aerospace


