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Yes, it does seem a little strange that a Finance Director 
should be asked to write an article for Reflections, but in 
reality Finance plays a pivotal role in running the business 
and actually looks after our Customer’s interests just as 
much as we look after the interests of AkzoNobel.

An introduction from our Finance Director, Herman Lovink

Almost all companies in the world have been 
affected in some way by the global economic 
crisis. In all of these companies including our 
own, the finance community has been at the 
forefront, leading the business through the hard 
times by providing financial information, 
giving advice to management and by helping in 
the decision making process. Good business 
decisions usually lead to good outcomes, with 
companies remaining in good shape, able to 
invest in the future.

Here at AkzoNobel, we focus on three C’s, 
Customers, Costs and Cash and we live by the 
company motto “Tomorrow's Answers Today”.

What does the Finance community do for  
our customers? First and foremost, we value 
our customers - without them we would not 
be in business. 

We work together with our customers to smooth 
the flow of transactions and to the best of our 
ability make the interaction between the 
companies constructive and beneficial to both. 
In a number of cases over recent months, we 
have helped our customers to survive the 
current economic storm.

We ensure that our business has the ability  
to invest in plant, machinery, research and 
development and the logistics systems that 
enable us to deliver products to our customers 
efficiently and quickly. 

Costs, the second C is critical. We work to keep 
our cost base as low as possible ensuring that 
we remain competitive while still being able to 
develop new products for today and into the 
future. We are creative in advising what we can 
do to help reduce our customers cost base 
to make us more attractive as a supplier.

Cash, the last of the C’s is as important for 
AkzoNobel as it is for our customers. Cash  
is the oil that lubricates the wheels of the 
business and keeps the business going.  
We work with our customers to establish 
trading terms that we can both benefit from, 
and while sometimes we have to push some 
customers to get our cash in, we do this to 
ensure that the first two C’s can be met.

Faithfully,

Herman Lovink, Finance Director

herman.lovink@akzonobel.com



A new livery, a new 
era for Cargolux

Early June 2010 the first 
B747-8F for Cargolux rolled 
out of Boeing’s paint hangar 
in Seattle. The aircraft’s new 
livery will be applied to the 
entire Cargolux 747-8F fleet.
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Cargolux are the launch customer for this 
new type of aircraft. It is almost six meters 
longer than the 747-400F, resulting in an 
increased capacity of 148 tons of freight. 
Cargolux has specifically built its new 
maintenance hangar to accommodate 
the new aircraft’s increased size.

The new livery design stands for continuity and 
commitment while confirming the fundamental 
principles that made Cargolux successful over 
more than 40 years. The red, white and blue 
stripes symbolize the company’s roots in 
Luxembourg - its hub and home base. The 
expanding red colour towards the tail is a 
symbol of strength and growth, power and 
expansion. An additional logo on the belly 
further promotes the brand.

The company chose AkzoNobel Aerospace 
Coatings’ Eclipse (high performance polyurethane 
topcoat) system to have the livery painted for it’s 
completeness, durability and flexibility. This full 
coating system includes primer, topcoat (with 
possible special effects finishes) and a clear coat. 
10P20-44M High Solids epoxy primer and 
Eclipse topcoat were applied to the aircraft to 
Boeing’s specification BMS10-72 Type 9. The 
‘Eclipse System’ is easy to apply and ensures 
amongst other benefits cycle time flexibility 
due to a number of activator options for the 
topcoat. The contract was supported globally 
by AkzoNobel, with Robert Rijnsburger, Sales 
Manager liaising with Cargolux in Europe and 
Technical Manager Mike Suhara supporting 
the application process at Boeing, Seattle, USA.

With this new type of aircraft Cargolux can not 
only move more freight, but they can do it both 
efficiently and environmentally friendlier. The 747-8 
is clean and quiet. It also shows a 17% reduction 
in specific fuel consumption over its predecessor, 
the 747-400F. The new GEnx engines have a 17% 
reduction in carbon emissions and help to 
reduce the noise footprint of the aircraft by 30%.

Robert Rijnsburger 
robert.rijnsburger@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!
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“JETS” is the term used in 
the AkzoNobel Aerospace 
Coatings, Waukegan, IL, 
U.S.A. facility to give 
special attention to our 
MRO (Maintenance, Repair, 
Overhaul) customers’ need 
for speed.
In many cases, MRO facilities get very 
little notice to re-paint or touch up an 
aircraft. The MRO needs assistance from 
the coatings supplier to make and deliver 
products in a short time so the plane can 
be painted and back in service quickly. 
The airlines depend on the MRO to do the 
work in a specific time frame, and the 
MRO turns to AkzoNobel Aerospace 
Coatings for assistance.

A designated team of employees at the 
Waukegan facility work cooperatively to enter 
orders, make specific livery colours,  
pack according to shipment method,  
arrange transportation, and provide accurate 
documentation to support customer 
requirements. Shipment is made within 48 
hours of receipt of order.  The “JETS” program is 
used for the Eclipse® topcoat line (any solid gloss 
colour with an existing formula: new colour 
matches will ship within 72 hours of receipt), 
various in-stock primers and surfacers, abrasion 
resistant coatings, wing coating, and other 
stock items that support the MRO market.

Colour matching is crucial in painting an aircraft, 
and the controlled, Automated Dispensing Unit 
(ADU) used for the Eclipse® brand of topcoat 
insures consistent quality and colour accuracy 
can-to-can and batch-to-batch. “JETS” answers 
the MRO market’s need for speed, quality and 
colour accuracy. For more information on this 
program contact the Customer Service 
Department in Waukegan, IL, or your local 
Sales Representative in the Americas. 

“We are very excited to see how the very  
good relation between our two companies has 
generated such a great result. Cargolux are as 
serious about sustainability as we are at AkzoNobel, 
so supporting a customer with such an aircraft is 
very gratifying. We look forward to a continued, 
fruitful co-operation.”

Robert Rijnsburger
AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings
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Teresa Dubaniewicz 
teresa.dubaniewicz@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!
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AkzoNobel helps 
airline go plane crazy

Hendrik-Jan van Puffelen 
hendrik-jan.puffelenvan@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Since February 13 of this 
year something green is in 
the air, courtesy of South 
African carrier Kulula and 
the coatings of AkzoNobel 
Aerospace Coatings.
The Boeing 737-800, dubbed Flying 101, 
is covered with helpful text playfully pointing 
out parts of the aircraft. For example, the 
rudder is described as “the steering thingy”, 
while the fuel tanks are called “the go-
go juice” and there’s a handy label which 
indicates “radar, antenna and a really big dish 
inside”. The aircraft is piloted by “the big cheese 
(captain, my captain)” and guided by “avionics 
(fancy navigation stuff)”. 

The tongue-in-cheek pea green plane is  
just one of a fleet expansion of eight Boeing 
737-800s being introduced into the low-
cost fleet, all of which are being coated with 
a different livery using products supplied by 
AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings.

Kulula Marketing Manager 
Nadine Damen explained 
that the branding idea was 
developed as part of their 
2010 strategy to de-mystify 
air travel. The zany livery 
has already attracted fans 
around the globe.
AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings were delighted 
that the high performance coatings – that’s the 
clever paint they put on the outside of the 
plane – are being used in such an eye-catching 
way. They hope that the other Kulula aircraft 
AkzoNobel’s performance coatings will be 
supplied for prove to be equally popular.

Plane crazy!
New paint livery 

for South African 
carrier Kulula.

Did you know?

The name 
Kulula is Zulu 
for easily!
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Knowing the aircraft had to be back in 
the air within a week, the paint crews 
went to work on the Sunday to strip the 
aircraft, ready for application of the 
subsequent paint system. The KLM 
Engineering & maintenance paint 
department, led by Björn Basjes and 
supported by Hangar 14 Deco Quality 
Control Ronald Kromopawiro, had 
already carried out extensive trials prior 
to the paint application. This was  
done with the support of AkzoNobel 
Aerospace Coatings’ Technical Support 
Specialists Zoran Radosavljevic and his 
US colleague Mike Suhara. Mr Suhara 
gained experience of the Aerodur 3001® 
and Aerodur 3002® during qualification 
work on both products at the Boeing 
company’s Seattle USA facility. 

TNT’s reasoning for specifying these products 
was both sustainable and economical. They 
wanted colour that looked good for longer and 
maintained it’s high level of gloss whilst being 
able to be applied in less time than conventional 
paint systems. In fact the ‘wetlook’ of the  
Aerodur 3002® Clearcoat means that the ‘just 
painted appearance’ is maintained for a 
considerable time, thus supporting the brand 
image of the customer. The Boeing Aircraft in 
question is the first TNT Boeing 747-400 sporting 
the already well-known company tagline: Sure 
we can! 

As the pictures show, Boeing OO-THA rolled out 
of the hangar looking her very best and went on 
her way again.

Summer 2010 Issue 8 Reflections8 Global Solutions

Sure  
we can! 
On a sunny day in June TNT Boeing 747-400 (OO-THA) slowly rolled into the KLM 
Engineering & Maintenance paint hangar at Amsterdam’s Schipol Airport for a paint job 
of a different kind. The coating system that was chosen was AkzoNobel Aerospace 
Coatings’ new base coat/clear coat system, specifically designed for the Commercial 
Aircraft market, Aerodur 3001®  Basecoat and Aerodur 3002® Clearcoat. 

Zoran Radoslavljevic 
zoran.radoslavljevic@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!
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Aerodur 3001® Basecoat and 3002® Clearcoat 
have been specifically designed to meet the 
requirements of the Commercial Aircraft market 
and is currently going through approval against a 
number of Airframe specifications. 

The basic idea is to apply 
colour in less coats, leading  
to time savings.
For example on Boeing OO-THA, only one coat 
of Orange was needed, compared to a number 
of coats when using more conventional high 
solids technology.

Coupled to this, tape times are around 2 hours 
and this means quicker masking and application 
of multi-colour schemes. All these reduced 
application and taping times mean that 
(dependent on the refinishers shift pattern) an 
aircraft can be turned around in quicker times.

The cosmetic appearance is enhanced by the 
application of Aerodur 3002® Clearcoat. This 
gives the colour enhanced durability, less dirt 
pick up and therefore makes the aircraft easier to 
clean. A cleaner aircraft creates less drag and 
this contributes towards less fuel burn. The ‘wet 
look’ of the clearcoat helps to enhance the brand 
image of the airline.

Time on the ground  
costs the airline money, 
after all revenues are  
earned by flying time.  
Using the Aerodur 3001® 
and Aerodur 3002® 
Basecoat/Clearcoat system 
gives the user the flexibility 
to reduce down time. 

All about... 
Aerodur 3001® 
Basecoat
and Aerodur 3002®  
Clearcoat



The coating, ref 64C1-2-A, is typically applied 
to aircraft engine nacelles, components and 
assemblies which can be regularly exposed 
to temperatures up to 600°C (315°F), but can 
survive peak exposure to 1500°F (815°C) for 
15 minutes.

With excellent thermal stability and low 
thermal conductivity, this product has  
proved ideal for adhesive bonded assemblies 
in high temperature areas, where adhesive 
deterioration might otherwise occur. The 
spray on coating is applied directly  
onto the structure and can either be allowed 
to cure at room temperature or force  
cured. This makes it especially suited for  
use on assemblies with complicated 
configurations at thicknesses up to one inch 
(25mm) or more.

Another key property is its ability to provide 
‘backside’ wall temperature control (when 
applied to the back of surfaces that are 
exposed to heat) even at low density.

The 64C1-2-A high temperature resistant 
coating is qualified to Boeing specification 
BMS 10-102, Type I, Class 1, Grade 25.

A high viscosity variant for hand trowel 
application is also offered, ref: 68C3-1A. This 
is ideal for repairing or potting requirements, 
offering excellent control of applied coating 
thickness across different parts of a structure 
and on complex surfaces. This product is 
qualified to Boeing specification BMS 10-102 
Type I, Class 2, Grade 30.

Both coatings are already established in parts 
of the aerospace market, but by adding them 
to their global list, AkzoNobel Aerospace 
Coatings are guaranteeing they can be 
supplied to the exact specification anywhere 
in the world.

Heat resistant 
coating added to 
global range

A high performance fire and heat resistant insulation 
coating from AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings is now 
available in the global range.

To receive your copy of the 
64C1-2-A product sheet, 
just email the expert!

Summer 2010 Issue 8 Reflections10 Technical

Robert Rijnsburger 
robert.rijnsburger@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Protection and performance
64C1-2-A High temperature 

insulation coating with  
topcoat protection
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High Performance
64C1-2-A product card (right) 
64C1-2-A High temperature insulation coating (below)



The wings, cabin and engines have been 
melted into one form. ZEFT shows very 
advanced Technologies with the focus on an 
efficient, emissionless and noiseless aircraft. 
Thereby it’s a reflections of sustainability in 
production, operation and maintenance.

The futuristic aircraft is a symbol of  
Dutch aviation and its main characteristics: 
innovation and high technological standards. 
All aimed at sustainable aviation. Beside  
well-known organizations as the National Air 
and Space Laboratory (NLR), ADSE,  
Fokker, German - Dutch Windtunnels and the 
TU Delft, AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings  
is proud to participate in this project.

Jan Gerrits, Technical and Commercial 
Marketing Manager for Aerospace Coatings, 
was on hand, with the national press at the 
unveiling of the futuristic concept.

“This 7 metre large scale model with the AkzoNobel 
logo on the side seems to have flown out of a 
science fiction movie. It will be an eye catcher at the 
Dutch pavilion. Paul Helsloot, Technical Consultant 
for Aerospace Coatings in Sassenhem (Netherlands) 
has guided the coatings process. Through this 
contribution we can show the world that we focus  
on the future of our customers and our working 
on the answers for tomorrow. Aviation needs to 
have much less impact on the environment. Our 
coatings can contribute, for example, to reducing 
energy use and CO2 emissions of aircraft. We work 
relentlessly on the development of coatings that 
are environmentally more responsible and still give 
our customers the quality they know and trust. By 
focusing on finding tomorrow’s answers (today) we 
support our customers in their mission to colour the 
aviation of the future ‘green’.”

To show aircraft  
developers and builders  
the innovations of the 
Dutch aviation sector,  
a scale model is on display 
at the World Exhibition 
2010 in Shanghai.
At the Dutch Pavillion (Happy Street)  
the “sustainable plane of the future”  
is on show, albeit in a small form.

This is a demonstration model of  
the Technical University in Delft,  
the so-called Zero Emission Flying  
Testbed, affectionally dubbed ZEFT.

Reflections Issue 8 Summer 2010 11Technical

AkzoNobel Aerospace 
Coatings colours Happy 
Street Orange

Jan Gerrits 
jan.gerrits@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Aviation innovation
The sustainable plane of the 
future is demonstrated at the 
Dutch Pavilion

Jan Gerrits
AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings
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Alumigrip® Base Coat
Alumigrip® Clear Coat

Teresa Dubaniewicz 
teresa.dubaniewicz@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Product  roll-out across  
the globe: an Innovative 
Approach to Painting 
General Aviation Aircraft.
To be introduced first in the United 
States and then rolling on towards 
Europe, Africa, Middle East and Asia 
Pacific, AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings 
is proud to present: 

Alumigrip® Base Coat
Alumigrip® Clear Coat

Whether used for an entire aircraft or just for 
accent colours, this latest topcoat technology 
will reduce cycle times by up to 40% 
compared with paint systems currently on the 
market.  This is great news for any facility that 
paints General Aviation aircraft. Several 
aircraft have been painted with this new 
system, and the reaction has been 
overwhelming satisfaction.  

The reduction in cycle times is achieved with 
several inherent features of the system:

The enhanced hiding properties of the 
Alumigrip® Base Coat allows full hide with 
fewer layers, reducing application time.

Dry to tape times have been reduced to a 
maximum of two hours: saving up to six 
hours or more of dry time per colour.

A full line of activators for the Base Coat  
and the Clear Coat  is available to address 
varying temperature and humidity conditions so 
painting can be conducted any time, any place.

The system may be used for an entire aircraft 
painting or for just the accent colours over our 
Alumigrip® 4200 topcoat.  Ken Waterhouse 
from Acadiana Aircraft Service said “Overall, 
I'm very happy with the Alumigrip® 4200 
(primary colour) and the blue looks great 
(stripes with Alumigrip® Base Coat)”  
Alumigrip® Clear Coat is compatible with both 
Alumigrip® Base Coat and Alumigrip® 4200.

Alumigrip® Clear Coat offers additional 
protection for the topcoat and dries to a clear, 
smooth, glass-like finish. Robert Loomis, 
President of Loomis Executive Jet Refinishing, 
Inc., states...

“I particularly like the 
Alumigrip® Clear Coat. 
It is easy to use, and in  
my opinion one of the  
best clear coats I have 
used in my career.”

Alumigrip® Base Coat/Alumigrip® Clear Coat 
is resistant to both military and commercial 
aircraft fluids, and it is also resistant to 
solvents.  This means a longer lasting finish, 
with less touch up work during the life of the 
aircraft. The system is buffable resulting in 
less re-work and reduced labour costs.

Loomis Executive Jet Refinishing, Inc. used 
the Alumigrip® Base Coat/Alumigrip® Clear 
Coat on the entire aircraft. “The cost 
effectiveness of the product, including the 
process in prepping the aircraft for the stripes 
after the base colour is sprayed, is 
advantageous. It cuts down on shop 
materials, prep time and leaves a nice gloss 
on the final product.” (Robert Loomis)  

Andrew Richardson, Global Market Manager 
for AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings is very 
pleased with the enthusiastic responses from 
the US market. “This new topcoat technology 

is available in a variety of colours, and our 
“Inspirational Colour Solutions” brochure 
highlights some of the most popular colours 
and special effects.  The outcome is incredible 
Distinctness of Image (DOI) through the 
consistently smooth, gloss finish, and 
extended durability resulting in longer times 
between full body paintings.”

Continues Richardson: “After the initial 
successes in the United States we are very 
much looking forward to bringing this product 
to our Business and General Aviation 
customers world wide. After training and trials 
there, I am certain they will be as thrilled as 
our American customers with this range. 

In the United States the Technical Service and 
Support team stands ready to provide on-site 
training and consultation on the use of this 
newest topcoat technology. There is full 
process documentation that targets your 
particular application. Various marketing 
publications are available to support the 
entire product line.   

The focused range of Alumigrip® products 
designed specifically for the General Aviation 
Market will ensure the best technology  
and value for your personal or corporate 
aircraft.   Alumigrip® is a name you can trust. 
For more information on how you can  
reduce cycle times and save money  
with Alumigrip® Base Coat/Alumigrip® Clear 
Coat or for more information on any of  
the other Alumigrip® products, please 
contact your local AkzoNobel Aerospace 
Coatings representative or visit our website: 
www.akzonobel.com/aerospace
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Stunning 
Supermarine 
Seafire

Mick Allen & Son 
Aircraft Resprays
Mick Allen (who has been 
painting aeroplanes for 
almost 50 years) and his 
son Shay were delighted 
when their company 
was chosen to paint the 
Supermarine Seafire - the 
navalised version of the 
legendary Spitfire - as the 
project had a high profile 
due to the aircraft being 
one of only two of this type 
flying in the world, the other 
being in Montana, USA, 
and rarely flown. 

Account Manager for AkzoNobel UK  
Mr Martin Carter has provided both 
technical and commercial responsibilities 
for this important refinishing account.

In recent years some high profile  
aeroplanes have passed through the 
Turweston paintshop.

It is particularly appropriate that this Seafire 
should return to Turweston in rural 
Buckinghamshire for painting, as a major part 
of the restoration took place in the tiny nearby 
village of Twyford, where Peter Wood spent 
18 years patiently transforming the tattered 
remains into a recognisable aircraft

When delivered to Turweston the aircraft had 
already been etch and epoxy primed, but, to 
remove any possible surface contamination 
by oil or grease that may have taken place 
during the final period of the restoration 
process, the first job to be tackled  
was to thoroughly de-grease the entire  
airframe, after which the complete aircraft 
was painstakingly rubbed down. Metaflex 
FCR primer was applied where necessary, 
followed by a further full coat of Aerodur 
37047 CF primer.

When it was originally rolled out of Westland’s 
Yeovil factory in 1946 the aircraft would have 
had a matt paint finish, but this is notoriously 
difficult to keep clean, particularly of oil and 
exhaust stains. A glossy finish would be very 
desirable from the ease of maintenance point 
of view and attractive to the eye, but 
unfortunately unauthentic. It was decided 

therefore that the best compromise would be 
an Aerodex semi-gloss finish, relatively easy 
to keep clean whilst retaining the correct 
period appearance.

Early on, it had been decided to paint the 
aircraft in a scheme representative of a Seafire 
F.XVII serving with 766 Squadron at Yeovilton 
in the early 1950s, with the attractive 210 Sky 
lower surfaces and fuselage sides, and 640 
Extra Dark Sea Grey upper surfaces. Before 
this was applied however the complete 
aircraft was again carefully hand rubbed 
down with abrasive paper and scouring pads 
before the Aerodex finish coats were applied.

The help of well-known Spitfire guru Steve 
Atkin of Warbird Colour Services was enlisted 
by Kennet to ensure that the aircraft would 
carry authentic markings, Aerodex finish in 
the correct colour-matched shades being 
used throughout. Steve also closely examined 
many period photos and documents in order 
to identify and list the numerous instruction 
and warning stencils, (and in particular to 
identify the now obsolete font used in 1946), 
their colours and their positions. This done, 
local graphics expert David Hedges turned 
the artwork into stencil masks which Mick 
used to ensure the authentic markings were 
applied in the appropriate places.

When on the evening of the penultimate day 
the aircraft was finally fully de-masked at 
Turweston for the first time, even those 
intimately involved in the process were 
stunned by the finished article.

Martin Carter 
martin.carter@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!
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And here’s to you 
Miss. Robinson

Saint-Dizier’s Piper J3, Miss Robinson
There is a high probability that the Piper L4 Grasshopper, 
Miss Robinson, participated at Overlord Operations in 
1944 in Normandy. In fact this Piper L4 was used for 
its low speed flight at this period, to observe enemy’s 
positions. During offensives of Allies, 3rd Army, flying 
over Saint-Dizier’s area up to eastern Metz sector, in 
Lorraine County.

It was shot down in December 1944 during a 
reconnaissance flight and crashed. The pilot 
and the photographer whose name we don’t 
know survived the crash. Wings were burned 
and the fuselage was saved by pilots of the 
Airclub of Sarreguemines in 1945, and then 
rebuilt by Mr Schroeder.

It flew after 2nd World War in this Airclub and 
joined St Dizier’ Airclub in 1980, completely 
repaired by Alain Oswalt, a “golden fingers man” 
responsible for mechanic of Saint-Dizier’s Air 
club for 40 years, and in charge of other old 
airplanes based at Saint-Dizier’s Airclub.

A partnership with AkzoNobel 
Aerospace Coatings France 
was decided with Saint-
Dizier’s Airclub.
In 2009, it was decided to retrofit it as it was 
in 1944, when it was covered with new 
synthetic linen (Dacron) by A. Oswalt; its 
fuselage and other metallic spares completely 
stripped and repainted.

AkzoNobel products, Topcoat High Solid 58 
Series were chosen, with Air Force colours 
(military camouflage) on Dacron; this aircraft 
being made of wood and Dacron.

58 Series was chosen for its durability and 
ease of application, but also for its endurance. 
It also remains flexible during its lifetime.

Miss Robinson was completely retrofitted, 
inside as it was in 1944, except the seat of 
the photographer. This was initially in the 
opposite direction and outside, new engine, 

new propeller, adding the famous Pin’ up 
Miss Robinson... pursuing the legend, still 
alive, of this wonderful aircraft.

The Piper J-3 Cub is a light aircraft  
that was built between 1937 and 1947 by 
Piper Aircraft. With tandem seating, it was 
intended for flight training but became one of 
the most popular and best-known light 
aircraft of all time. 

The aircraft's standard yellow is well known 
as “Cub Yellow” or “Lock Haven Yellow”.

The outbreak of hostilities in Europe in 1939, 
coupled with the growing realization that the 
United States might soon be drawn into World 
War II resulted in the formation of the Civilian 
Pilot Training Program (CPTP). The Piper J-3 
Cub would play an integral role in the success 
of the CPTP, achieving legendary status.

Piper developed a military variant. The variety 
of models, as well as similar, tandem-cockpit 
accommodation aircraft from Aeronca and 
Taylorcraft, were collectively nicknamed 
Grasshopper and used extensively in World 
War II for reconnaissance, transporting 
supplies and medical evacuation. In Europe, 
the final dogfight of World War II occurred 
between an L-4 and a German Fieseler 
Storch. The pilot and co-pilot of the L-4, Lts. 
Duane Francis and Bill Martin, opened fire on 
the Storch with their guns, forcing the German 
air crew to land and surrender.
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Alain Viard 
alain.viard@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!
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Miss. Robinson
As she appears on the 
Saint-Dizier’s Piper J3 



Fly me to 
the moon...

Trish Lewis 
trish.lewis@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

Earlier this year AkzoNobel 
Aerospace Coatings, 
Waukegan, Illinois personnel 
were graced with the 
presence of our long time 
customer, ATK and NASA.
ATK recognized AkzoNobel Aerospace 
Coatings, Waukegan for our contributions to 
the Space Shuttle program. With ATK, the 
guest of honour of the visit was USAF Colonel 
and NASA Astronaut Lee J. Archambault.

Col Lee Archambault delivered an  
outstanding presentation to the Waukegan 
site, of his most recent journey (March  
15-28, 2009) on the STS-119 Discovery. The 
presentation of the 125th shuttle mission was 
delivered to the standing room only crowd, 
inside the Waukegan site lunch room. The 
Discovery Shuttle presentation explained 
in accelerated time, the process of the 
construction mission. The successful mission 
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included delivery and installation of the S6 
truss segment onto the International Space 
Station. Col Lee Archambault and the other 
astronauts aboard the Discovery travelled 5.3 
million miles in 13 days.  

ATK presented AkzoNobel Aerospace 
Coatings with a framed poster and letter of 
gratitude for years of support of the program 
with our exceptional quality and flawless 
coating for the Space Shuttle Reusable 
Solid Rocket Motor for over 20 years.  
Col Lee Archambault, presented his hosts 
with a certificate which included a United 
States flag that was aboard the Space Shuttle 
Discovery during the STS-119 mission to the 
International Space Station. ATK presented 
the Waukegan employees Discovery Shuttle 
posters and commemorative stickers of  
the mission.

A select group of employees of the Waukegan 
site were invited to join Col Lee Archambault 
and the ATK visitors for lunch.

USAF Colonel 
Lee Archambault

Delivering his 
presentation about 

the 125th shuttle 
mission to AkzoNobel 

Aerospace Coatings 
staff at Waukegan.
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Cloudy with 
a chance of...

Help the Heroes 
on Ben Nevis

Three staff members of the Leicester 
colour center (ACC) recently completed  
a sponsored charity event for ‘Help the 
Heroes’. This is a charity dedicated to 
UK soldiers wounded during military 
service around the globe. 

The charity event was the ‘3 Peaks 
Challenge’ (reaching the top of the three 
highest mountains in Scotland, Wales and 
England within three days). The highest point 
in Scotland is Ben Nevis.

Paul Harpin, Brett Claricoates and Stew 
Townsend took the challenge and were 
victorious. Stew’s son is currently serving in 
Afghanistan for the RAF, hence the choice for 
this particular charity

For more information:  
www.helpforheroes.org.uk

Our organization also suffered from the ash cloud coming 
from Iceland. Several colleagues were stranded abroad, 
not able to get home as scheduled.
Take for instance Maud Khelstovsky, Patrick de Widt and Len Warmerdam. They travelled to 
Newcastle in the UK for the BI Project Manager training. Upon cancellation of their return flight 
they decided to bring their newly acquired Project Manager skills to good use.

The project “Be Home Soon” was started with the objective “To leave the UK for Holland, in a 
minimum of time, by any means possible”. To meet their objective they started their own travel 
agency and after 4 hours of searching the internet, an alternative route using trains, ferry, trams 
and cars, was setup. Three days and lots of experiences later they managed to set foot on the 
continent again.

Success: Arrival at the mainland!
From left to right: Len Warmerdam, 
Maud Khelstovsky and Patrick de Widt



AkzoNobel applies 
new chrome free 
primer technology 

AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings and the Norwegian Air Force have started trials  
with AkzoNobel’s new Chrome Free primer, Aerodur 2100MgRP, which utilises 
Magnesium technology to give corrosion resistance that until now has only been 
achieved using chromates. 
The trials took place recently on an F16  
aircraft belonging to the Norwegian Air Force 
and assessments will be made following  
a combination of 6 months flying as well as 
independent lab tests to ascertain the corrosion 
resistance of the paint system.

The Aerodur 2100MgRP consistently shows 
equal or superior corrosion resistance 
compared to existing Chromate containing 
primers, when testing to either Saltspray or 
Filiform corrosion tests. 

For the purpose of the trials, the Aerodur 
2100MgRP primer was applied over Prekote 
pretreatment, manufactured by The Pantheon 
Company of USA and was overcoated  
with AkzoNobel’s advanced Military topcoat, 
Aerodur 5000. 

This system is currently in test to the US Air 
Force system specification, MIL-PRF-32239.

Mike Chapman 
michael.chapman@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!
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A sustainable 
solution

The Portuguese Air  
Force (PoAF) is currently 
undergoing a program to 
replace its current coatings 
with an environmentally 
friendly solution.
For its C-130 Hercules fleet, PoAF have 
selected AkzoNobel Aerospace Coating’s 
Advanced Military Topcoat, Aerodur 5000.

The first C-130 was successfully painted with 
this new generation coating and due to the 
advanced formulation characteristics of Aerodur 
5000, PoAF expects better durability in tough 
environments, compared to standard exterior 
coatings as well as improvements in marr 
resistance and cleanability, whilst maintaining 
the aircraft’s low visibility characteristics.

Lower solvent content, free from heavy metals 
and better transfer efficiency all help the PoAF 
meet its Sustainability commitments using 
Aerodur 5000.

Robert Rijnsburger 
robert.rijnsburger@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!
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Marina Turion 
marina.turion@akzonobel.com

Ask the expert... find out more!

The expert

A day in the life of...

Marina Turion  
– Kahlmann
A day in the life of Marina centres 
around the question “Can you  
keep up?” Aside from the task of 
being a support to management 
and staff alike (the “core business” 
so to speak), this proverbial spider in 
the web deals with communications, 
intranet, sustainability, safety and 
manages the contract administration.

Coming from the world of academia 
(Netherlands Institute for Brain 
Research), love actually brought her  
to AkzoNobel. “I met this really cute  
guy from Noordwijk and working in 
Amsterdam was becoming very 
impractical”. She responded to an 
advertisement for a management 
assistant with AkzoNobel Aerospace 
Coatings and landed the job. “It was 
actually my English that got me in”. 
General Manager at that time, Peter 
Tomlinson was so impressed with the 
native speaker level of her English 
(aside from her other credentials) he 
chose her and she never looked back. 

Marina gradually increased her 
workload over the years, branching  
out into a variety of activities, one of 
them actually being the creation of the 
Reflections Magazine. “It has been  
very exciting to guide Reflections along 
from a 4 page newsletter into an actual 
magazine. I can’t wait to see what the 
future has in store for her”.  

And what happened to the cute guy from 
Noordwijk? Marina smiles and shows 
her ring. “He is for keeps. We have been 
married for over 6 years now”. 



We’re the largest global paints and coatings company  
and a major producer of specialty chemicals. We supply 
industries worldwide with quality ingredients for life’s 
essentials. We think about the future, but act in the 
present. We’re passionate about developing sustainable 
answers for our customers.

Based in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, we have  
60,000 employees working in more than 80 countries -  
all committed to excellence and delivering Tomorrow’s 
Answers Today.

© 2010 Akzo Nobel NV. All rights reserved.  
“Tomorrow’s Answers Today” is a trademark of Akzo Nobel NV.

www.akzonobel.com/aerospace

Brazil - São Paulo
Phone  + 55 11 216 71818
Fax      + 55 11 216 71754

China - Guangzhou
Phone  + 86 20 8425 9662
Fax      + 86 20 8442 3141

France - Toulouse
Phone + 33 5 34 60 48 00
Fax + 33 5 34 60 56 93

Germany - Hamburg
Phone + 49 40 5268380
Fax + 49 40 52683838

Italy - Rome
Phone + 39 06 977 494 11
Fax + 39 06 977 494 32

Japan - Tokyo
Phone + 81 3 52762050
Fax + 81 3 35110397

The Netherlands - Sassenheim
Phone + 31 71 3082905
Fax + 31 71 3082056

Russia - Moscow
Phone + 7 495 7950149
Fax + 7 495 9602972

Spain - Barcelona
Phone + 34 9 3374 1965
Fax + 34 9 3370 9663

Thailand - Bangkok
Phone + 66 2 984 5458
Fax + 66 2 984 5459

United Arab Emirates - Dubai
Phone + 971 4 347 2491
Fax + 971 4 347 2339

United Kingdom - Leicester
Phone + 44 11 62234123
Fax + 44 11 62234139

United States - Waukegan, 
Illinois
Phone + 1 847 623 4200
Fax + 1 847 625 3200

For more information on AkzoNobel 
Aerospace Coatings contact your local 
AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings 
representative, any of the country offices 
listed on this page or visit our website at:  
www.akzonobel.com/aerospace

e-mail us at: 
customer.service@akzonobel.com

Air & Space Conference
14-16 Sept 
Nat. Harbor, MD

MRO Europe
28-30 Sept 
London

NBAA
19-21 Oct 
Atlanta, GA

Catch us at the following Trade Shows...


